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Today at the 43rd Manzanar pilgrimage 
we observe two anniversaries 

Generations: 
Jenni Kuida-Osumi and daughter 
Maiya at the monument during 
the Pilgrimage. One of the 
co-founders of the Manzanar 
After Dark program, see Jenni’s 
refl ections on page 14.

p R O G R A M
April 28, 2012 

CALL TO ORdeR 
Dan Sprague, bagpipes
UCLA Kyodo Taiko 

weLCOMe FROM hOST

Darrell Kunitomi

weLCOMe

Les Inafuku, Superintendent, Manzanar National Historic Site

Updates and recognition of individuals and groups in attendance 

CeRTiFiCATeS OF AppReCiATiOn

Frank Hays
Superintendent, Western Arctic National Parklands, former superintendent, MNHS 

Crystal Geyser Roxane
Charles Abbott, manager

Presented by Manzanar Committee co-chairs Bruce Embrey and Kerry Kunitomi Cababa

The Sue KuniTOMi eMbRey LeGACy AwARd

Rose Ochi 
Presented by Tak Yamamoto

The Baka Guts Award

MuSiCAL inTeRLude 

Mary Kageyama Nomura, the Songbird of Manzanar

KeynOTe SpeAKeR

Dr. Mitchell Maki
Why Remember 

Dr. Maki is the Vice Provost of Academic Affairs at California State University, Dominguez Hills

MuSiCAL inTeRLude 

Crowd sing-a-long, This Land is Your Land by Woody Guthrie

CLOSinG ReMARKS

Bruce Embrey, co-chair, Manzanar Committee

Roll Call of the Camps, Monica Embrey

Procession to the cemetery monument, the Interfaith Service
The Interfaith service begins directly after the procession to the monument. Participation is purely optional.

The ondo, or group dancing, will begin directly after the Interfaith service 
Participation is pure fun.

The first is sad and historic: the signing of Executive Order 
9066 in 1942 by Franklin D. Roosevelt. The mass imprisonment 
of Japanese Americans ensued. It was a radical solution and 
unprecedented in our country’s history. Thousands of American 
citizens were denied their Constitutional rights. The Land of the Free 
reneged on the promise. 

Like the blown desert dust covering the ten old camp sites the passage 
of time, four decades, seemed to obscure the event, and the reasons 
why it had occurred. It was also a shameful episode both within and 
without the community. The history books forgot, and those who 
were there buried away the memories, stoically ignored the pain and 
got on with life. 

Three quiet men of the cloth—Reverends Nagatomi, Mayeda and 
Wakahiro—never forgot. They journeyed here without publicity, 
without fanfare and paid respects at the monument. They returned 
to console the souls of the dead. Who could have known that their 
personal pilgrimage, witnessed by rocks and scrub brush only, would 
bring us to today?

Inspired by the activism of the Sixties, a younger generation found its 
voice. A movement began to reclaim history, a movement to reveal 
the truth of the matter. The 3rd generation Sansei, with Nisei like 
Manzanar Committee co-founder Sue Kunitomi Embrey, returned to 
the site of the shame here in the Owens Valley. They returned as free 
Americans. This time they journeyed back to camp on a pilgrimage.

There would be a struggle both in and out of courtrooms. 
There were battles in hearts and in minds. The battle went on 
both inside and outside of the Japanese American community. 
There were death threats. 

In 1991 Congress voted to establish a National Historic Site here. It 
was a long time coming, and the Manzanar Relocation Center of the 
War Relocation Authority would be reborn, this time repurposed from 
imprisonment to education: today’s Manzanar National Historic Site.

This anniversary, the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the 
MNHS, is one to celebrate. 

Come dance with us in the desert. ■

    The Manzanar Committee    The Manzanar Committee

Those fi rst, three pilgrims 
might be pleased and surprised 
that over a thousand return 
to Manzanar every April.
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In 1969 a small but determined 
group of students and a handful of 
Nisei who endured incarceration 
returned to Manzanar to pay 
respects and to remember a 
Japanese American concentration 
camp. Little was left in the desert. 
The idea of a national historic site 
wasn’t even a distant dream.

But once here these pilgrims felt in 
their hearts and souls that this site 
had to be preserved. They set out 
to make Manzanar a State Historic 
Landmark and in 1971, against 
strong odds, they succeeded. 

Winning landmark status was a 
major victory. For the first time one 
of the War Relocation Authority 
camps received official, historic 
recognition. A battle then began 
over words—what was this place? 
There was another victory, as 
the wording on the State Plaque, 
though a compromise, was largely 
written by former inmates of 
Manzanar. This shameful chapter 
of American history was now being 
told by those who lived it.

The statement on the plaque 
captured the essence of what 
occurred—Concentration Camp, 
racism, economic greed, violation 
of civil rights—pure and simple 
words that spoke the truth.

In April of 1973, stonemason 
R.F. Kado installed a bronze 
plaque on the stone sentry house 
he helped construct 30 years 
before. Fifteen hundred people 
watched as the former prisoner 
set the historic marker. 

It was a transformative victory. 
Professor Art Hansen (Cal. State 
Fullerton, emeritus) observed:

It [the Pilgrimage] forced the 
Japanese Americans to view their 
lives past, present and future with 
different eyes. And it gave them 
the desire and the strength to move 
mountains.

The Manzanar Pilgrimage 
endowed the Japanese Americans 
with a will toward righteousness 
and pointed them in the direction 
of ways to achieve it.

A movement on many fronts was 
forming. Demands for redress 
were growing louder led by people 
like Edison Uno, a leader within 
JACL, and William Hohri, 
founder of the National Council 
for Japanese American Redress. 
People began to organize Days of 
Remembrance to coincide with the 
anniversary of the signing of E.O. 
9066.The DOR has become an 
important annual event.

Pressure within Congress to 
right the old wrong gathered 
momentum and in 1981, twelve 
years after the 1969 Pilgrimage, 
hundreds of Issei and Nisei 
courageously recounted their 
untold stories at the Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians. 

In 1988 came the huge victory— 
redress for the former prisoners, 
and an apology from the govern-
ment of the United States. It was 
the culmination of a long struggle 
that had begun with three 
reverends and a few cold pilgrims 
who dared to remember what was 
forgotten. 

Manzanar need not be a reminder 
of an event which negates 
American democracy. It can and 
must be a positive model of what 
our nation is willing to do (to right 
old injustices).

Democracy is a fragile concept, 
only as good and as strong as the 
people who practice it.

This is the legacy which we believe 
the Manzanar Historic Site can 
leave for future generations, for 
Americans of every color and creed, 
to learn from the past.

—Sue Kunitomi Embrey, 1991, 
in testimony before the United 
States Senate.

In 1992 the Manzanar National 
Historic Site was born.

The MNHS offers a panoramic 
view of the incarceration of the 
Nikkei community. On one hand 
it shows a particular and specific 
failure of American democracy. 
Yet, it also documents the strength 
and determination of ordinary 
people. Indeed, throughout the 
incarceration, ordinary people 
stepped forward to demand their 
rights and exercise their freedom.

Names like Gordon Hirabayashi, 
Min Yasui and Fred Korematsu 
stand out. The Heart Mountain 
draft resisters led by Frank 
Emi. All asserted that their 
constitutional rights be restored. 
Many were assisted by attorney 
Wayne Collins, who fought 
tirelessly against the denigration 
of our Constitution.

Within the camps there were 
constant efforts to mitigate the 
harsh and inhumane conditions. 
Fishermen at Manzanar slipped 
under the barbed wire and went 
upstream to fish. Harry Ueno 
demanded rights for the kitchen 
workers.  

Today at the MNHS we are 
witnessing a rebirth, a recreation 
of the past. We are excited to see a 
wooden barrack or a guard tower 
rebuilt. We are thrilled to see the 
gardens and koi ponds that came 
to life under the watchful eye of 
armed guards in eight guard towers 
will live once again.

There is a particular irony and 
a renewed significance to the 
Manzanar Pilgrimage. Today, in 
these United States any person may 
be detained indefinitely, without 
due process. The wording may 
be different, but the National 
Defense Authorization Act allows 
our government to detain any 
individual, without charges or trial. 
Just like 1942, under Executive 
Order 9066.

And today, in an eerily familiar 
fashion, Muslim Americans, 
Arab Americans and others who 
are deemed suspicious are spied 
on and harassed. We who 
remember what happened here 
have a responsibility to speak 
out. We must reaffirm the 
fundamental pillars of American 
democracy so that everyone who 
lives in our country receives all the 
rights and freedoms guaranteed by 
our Constitution.

This year on the 20th anniversary 
of the MNHS we honor and 
remember those who sacrificed 
much to make sure a single 
cemetery monument amid the 
scrub brush would someday grow 
into a national historic site, and 
in the process make sure that this 
chapter of American history would 
never be forgotten.

The story of the incarceration of 
the Nikkei people is unique in 
modern American history. No 
other people have had their civil 
rights revoked or were dispossessed 
of their property on such a large 
scale. This fact alone places a 
special responsibility on the Nikkei 
community to work with all 
freedom loving people to demand 
that it never happen again.

Democracy, “the fragile concept,” 
needs your involvement. ■

Bruce Embrey
Manzanar Committee co-chair

Eternal vigilance is the price of Liberty
       —Thomas Jefferson

Manzanar: A Long Time Coming
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The first group Pilgrimage, 
December, 1969, in the cold. 
Sue Kunitomi Embrey is visible 
at center-right in light-colored 
scarf, hands clasped in prayer.

Children in San 
Francisco recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
just prior to the removal 
of Japanese Americans. 
Photo by Dorothea Lange.
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Rose Ochi has fought the good fight for a long 
time. She played a key role in getting the Manzanar 
site named a National Historic Site and in securing 
the passage of the Civil Liberties Bill. Her behind-
the-scenes efforts have made significant contributions 
to the community.

Rose was born Takayo Matsui to Roy and Grace 
Matsukawa Matsui. At the outbreak of the war 
the family went to the Santa Anita and then to the 
Rohwer camp in Arkansas. She was stripped of her 
birth name and renamed “Rose.”

The family was released in 1945 with the threat 
of deportation hanging over their heads. They 
successfully overturned the orders and returned 
to Los Angeles.

Rose excelled at Roosevelt High, skipped two grades 
and graduated at 16. She fulfilled a childhood dream 
and enrolled at UCLA. She returned to East L.A. 
to teach at Stevenson Junior High. While she was 
preparing for a doctorate, the student walk-outs in 
1968 erupted. Rose was inspired to become a lawyer.  

Rose was tapped to join President Jimmy Carter’s 
Select Commission on Immigration and Refugee 
Policy. She worked hard in the Capitol. She impressed 
Sen. Ted Kennedy, befriended others including Sen. 
Alan Simpson, who (at her urging) rounded up 
Republican votes for the Redress bill. 

As SCIRP was disbanding, Rose convinced Joan 
Bernstein, who was heading the Commission on 
Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians 
(CWRIC), to hire the SCIRP staff. One was Aiko 
Herzig-Yoshinaga, who would go on to uncover 
the “smoking gun” documents that proved the 
government had lied during WW II.

Rose’s working friendship with Sue Kunitomi 
Embrey started 40 years ago when she incorporated 
the Manzanar Committee and began to serve as 
pro bono lawyer. 

Her political know-how became critical during the 
showdown with the powerful Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power. The DWP owned the Manzanar 
site and opposed a land swap with the federal 
government to make the area into a national park. 

When Congress passed an act to study Manzanar 
as a possible landmark site, Rose, on behalf of Mayor 
Tom Bradley, helped in the battle with hostile Inyo 
County Supervisors. It was an emotional time. 
Some supervisors thought the government was 
trying to create a memorial to Japanese nationals. 

Public hearings to win over local residents were 
organized. At the first meeting Rose invited Nisei 
442nd veterans Hiro Takusagawa and Hideo 
Okanishi to speak. It proved to be a great move 
as Owens Valley veterans—some of the most 
vociferous opponents— were won over. 

One convert was key, Supervisor Keith Bright, who 
became one of Manzanar’s strongest supporters.   

However, L.A. Deputy Mayor Michael Gage 
supported the DWP. He argued that a federal 
presence would interfere with city water rights. 
Gage proposed a skinny compromise: a city park 
dedicated to Manzanar. Rose could not testify before 
the city council, and turned to Sue to speak. It led 
to a moment still talked about in the Manzanar 
story, as the hearing nearly became a physical battle 
involving a big man and a small Nisei woman.

Gage was a big man. In a heated moment he 
encroached on Sue, using his physicality to 
intimidate the woman. Sue stood her ground, all 
100-pounds of her. Rose watched as her friend 
refused to back down to Gage, and was shaking with 
what Rose thought was “righteous indignation.”

Sue stated to Gage that “only a federal park was 
acceptable since it was the federal government that 
had incarcerated us!” The moment was history. 
Sue later revealed that she was shaking not as much 
from indignation as from fear of the hulking Gage. 

The Council passed the resolution. On to the 
federal level. 

Sen. Alan Cranston’s staff prepared a companion 
Senate bill. Gage, now DWP head, sought to kill 
it. Manzanar hit a roadblock. Rose suggested an 
independent panel be formed that would develop 
neutral language for a bill acceptable the DWP. 
And to Gage.

The panel’s work went to Gage and the DWP. When 
it came back something was odd. Rose tracked down 
the panel’s expert, who took a look. The report had 
been altered. Rose caught the DWP in a lie.

Rose explained the deceit to Mayor Bradley, who saw 
that the DWP argument was bogus. The mayor said 
to Rose, “Call Cranston.”

It was the turning point.

With the mayor in full support, the Manzanar 
bill passed in the Senate. Congress mandated the 
formation of the Manzanar Advisory Commission, 
which oversaw the process. Today we are at the 20th 
anniversary of the Manzanar National Historic Site.

Sue would be proud to see her old battle partner receive 
today’s Sue Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award, for her 
exemplary display over the years of Baka Guts. ■

Martha Nakagawa

Rose Ochi, Fighting the Good Fight
The Sue KuniTOMi eMbRey LeGACy AwARd

The Sue Kunitomi embrey Legacy Award, 
also known as The bAKA GuTS CLub

When we used to practice football at the old Rafu Daiichi 
Gakuen playground, the ground was full of gravel so any fall 
resulted in “strawberries,” on elbows, knees and hips and other 
unprotected parts of our bodies. In reminiscing about the 
stupidity of practicing under such conditions my friend and 
I came up with what we thought was an appropriate name for 
our group—The Baka Guts Club!

Baka in Japanese means stupid or foolish, and guts in our street 
talk means good old intestinal fortitude and both mixed well 
with our youthful zest for playing the manly art of football 
under these trying conditions.

I had talked to Sue about her struggles against the Federal and 
State governments, the L.A. Water and Power system, Inyo 
County, local Indian tribes and residents of the nearby towns, 
and when I told her she was an honorary member of our club—
The Baka Guts Club—she was more than pleased.

     —Jack Kunitomi, 
        brother of Sue, Los Angeles
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Mitchell T. Maki is the Vice Provost of Academic Affairs 
at California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH).  
His responsibilities include providing academic and strategic 
leadership, direction, and policy formulation for the College of 
Arts and Humanities, College of Business and Public Policy, 
College Professional Studies (which includes the Schools of 
Education, Health and Human Services and Nursing), College 
of Natural and Behavioral Sciences, College of Extended and 
International Education, and the Library.   

Dr. Maki received his doctorate degree (1993) and master’s 
degree (1984) in social work from the University of Southern 
California. He also earned his baccalaureate degree in public 
affairs there (1982). He is a licensed clinical social worker 
who has worked for the County of Riverside’s Department of 
Public Social Services, El Centro Human Services, and Daniel 
Freeman Marina Hospital.

Dr. Maki is the lead author of the award-winning book, 
Achieving the Impossible Dream: How Japanese Americans 
Obtained Redress, a detailed case study of the passage of 
the 1988 Civil Liberties Act. The critically acclaimed book 
documents the development of the redress movement from its 
earliest roots during World War II, the formal introduction 
of the idea during the 1970s, the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians, the judicial battles 
during the 1980s, and the lobbying of the legislative and 
executive branches in the 1980s and 1990s. In December 
2000, the book was a recipient of the Gustavus Myers 
Outstanding Book Award which is given to books addressing 
the study of bigotry and human rights in North America. 

In 1997, Professor Maki was the principal coordinator of the 
“Voices of Japanese American Redress Conference.” Funded 
by the Civil Liberties Public Education Fund the conference 
brought together high profile participants in the Japanese 
American Redress Movement to engage in analysis of the 
movement. He serves on the Board of Governors and on the 
Scholarly Advisory Council of the Japanese American National 
Museum. Dr. Maki lives in Monterey Park, California with his 
wife, Cayleen, and twin children, Troy and Lane. ■

inTROduCinG TOdAy’S KeynOTe SpeAKeR

dr. Mitchell T. Maki
Photographer Dorothea Lange took this 
photo at the Tanforan Race Track assembly 
center in the Bay Area.

Joyce Okazaki, Manzanar Committee’s Outreach Specialist

On April 2, 1942, Joyce with her 
parents, Gen and Yae Nakamura, 
and her sister, Louise, went to the 
Manzanar Assembly Center, which later 
became a permanent camp. While in 
camp her family was photographed by 
Ansel Adams, the famous landscape 
photographer. Her wartime portrait 
graces the cover of Adams’ book, Born 
Free and Equal. In August 1944, her 
family moved from camp to Chicago 
where she finished her education. Her 
family moved back to Los Angeles 
where she graduated from the UCLA 
School of Business Administration. She 
worked for the California State Dept. of 
Employment for 13 years.

In 2008 after educational budget cuts, 
she was forced to retire from the Los 
Alamitos Unified School District, 
where she worked for 23 years as a 
Media Center Technologist. She has 
one son, Neil, a lawyer, and a 5-year-
old grandson, Ryan. Also important 
to her are her niece, Leslie, and her 
grandnephew, Tyler McMorrow.

During WW II Joyce and 120,000 
others had their civil liberties taken 
away because of their ethnicity. They 
were uprooted from their homes, taken 
from their jobs, made to withdraw 
from college, and had to get rid of their 
possessions on short notice to obey U.S. 
Military orders. Joyce was born in Los 
Angeles, and is a citizen of the United 
States. She should have been protected 
by the U.S. Constitution.

Joyce reflects on educational outreach:

I was hesitant when I first signed on to 
go to various schools to give the talk on 
concentration camps. But I started with 
a wonderful Power Point show that was 
put together for me by Kathy Fosse, the 
librarian at Los Alamitos High School. 
I started with talks to a world history 
class there and a local middle school. 
I experimented with the 4th and 5th 
graders at the elementary school 
where I worked. I got leads from the 
Committee’s website. 

Since I’ve retired I’ve spoken throughout 
Southern California, to many classes of 
high school and middle school students, 
ranging from the West Valley area to 
Orange County, a Rotary club, church 
groups, Air National Guard at March 
Air Force Base, Valley Volunteers, 
and Pacific Community of Cultural 
Jews, and L.A. Academy, an inner city 
school, to name a few.

I revised and updated my presentation 
and added the title, “Why was I, a 
citizen, denied my civil rights and 
put into a concentration camp?” 
This title leads to discussions of civil 
rights, concentration camp terminology, 
and the actual life at camp. ■

If you are interested in a speaker who 
was in camp, please go to the Manzanar 
Committee website or blog, or call 
323-662-5102, leave a message and 
your email address. 

Joyce Okazaki

She works with a Power Point presentation and talks about how 
life was in an American concentration camp during World War II.
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She lived for the moment.

Kazuko “Koo” Sakamoto, a longtime 
member of the Manzanar Committee, 
passed away on October 8, 2011. Koo 
was born in Belt, Montana, on March 3, 
1924. Koo’s father, Washichi, worked for 
the Great Northern Railroad.

Koo arrived in Manzanar in May of 
1942, and left on November 21, 1945, 
the day Manzanar closed for good. Koo’s 
husband had renounced his citizenship 
and went to Japan. With two small 
children—Janice Emiko and Patricia 
Mariko—Koo was left a single mother. 
She was determined and struggled to 
regain her rightful place in America. 
Along with other incarcerees Koo settled 
in the Winona trailer park. 

She married Paul Sakamoto, had 
two more daughters, Dawna and 
Chris, and together they raised their 
family on Virgil Ave. in central L.A. 
Daughter Pat is a longtime Manzanar 
Committee member, and designs the 
Pilgrimage t-shirts.

Koo returned to Manzanar in the early 
80’s and from then on never missed a 
Pilgrimage. She’ll be missed. ■

Gordon Kiyoshi Hirabayashi 
was a hero in the Japanese American 
community. He died on January 2, 
2012, in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 
He defied Executive Order 9066, the 
United States Government’s decree, 
on February 19, 1942.

Hirabayashi, along with Fred 
Korematsu and Minoru Yasui, 
chose to defy the government’s 
orders, and filed a lawsuit that 
challenged the constitutionality of 
the incarceration. The case eventually 
made it to the United States Supreme 
Court. Hirabayashi was a senior at 
the University of Washington when the 
curfew order came in March 1942.

“When the curfew was imposed, I 
obeyed for about a week, Hirabayashi 
said. “We had about twelve living 
in the YMCA dormitory, so it was a 
small group, and they all became my 
volunteer timekeepers. ‘Hey, Gordy, 
it’s five minutes to eight,’ and I’d have 
to dash back from the library or from 
the coffee shop. One of those times, I 
stopped and I thought, ‘Why the hell 
am I running back? Am I an American? 
And if I am, why am I running back 
and nobody else is?’”

“…I felt it was unfair, just to be 
referred to as a ‘non-alien’—they never 
referred to me as a citizen. This was so 
pointedly, so obviously a violation of 
what the Constitution stood for, what 
citizenship meant. So I stopped and 
turned around and went back.”

Originally, Hirabayashi had no inten-
tion of challenging the constitutionality 
of the government’s actions.

“…I began to mull it over and I kicked 
it around with my roommate, Bill 
Makino, and he agreed with me. 
So we said, let’s investigate this further 
and think about it. And we both 
decided we can’t go along with it. 
It’s an absolute denial of our rights.”

Hirabayashi turned himself in to 
the FBI after defying the order to be 
removed from Seattle, and was tried 
and convicted in October 1942. He 
hitchhiked over 1,600 miles to put 
himself into an Arizona work camp, 
eventually spending a 90-day sentence.

His case was heard by the Supreme 
Court, which ruled against him in a 
9-0 vote.

“When my case was before the Supreme 
Court in 1943, I fully expected that, 
as a citizen, the Constitution would 
protect me. Surprisingly, even though I 
lost, I did not abandon my beliefs and 
my values, and I never look at my case 
as just my own, or just as a Japanese 
American case. It is an American 
case, with principles that affect the 
fundamental human rights of all 
Americans.”

Some forty years later, during the fight 
for redress, Hirabayashi’s, Korematsu’s 
and Yasui’s cases were reopened, 
with attorneys from the Japanese 
American community filing a petition 
for a writ of error coram nobis in 
federal court—a writ of error coram 
nobis allows for judicial review of a 
judgment based on factual errors not 
known to the court at the time the 
judgment was delivered—noting that 
government attorneys had suppressed, 
altered and destroyed crucial evidence 
to justify the mass imprisonment.
Three years later, in a unanimous 
decision, the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals vacated the Hirabayashi 
conviction.

“As an American citizen, I wanted 
to uphold the principles of the 
Constitution, and the curfew 
and evacuation orders which 
singled out a group on the basis 
of ethnicity violated them,” 
Hirabayashi told the  late 
University of California, 
Berkeley Professor Ronald Takaki. 
“It was not acceptable to be less 
than a full citizen in a white 
man’s country.”

Manzanar Committee 
Co-Chair Bruce Embrey: 
“Gordon Hirabayashi was a true 
hero, a champion of civil rights. 
Asking for nothing more than 
equal treatment under the law, 
and demanding his Constitutional 
rights, he made history.”

“His historic stand in defense 
of the Constitution, and against 
the incarceration of the Nikkei 
community, will forever serve as 
an inspiration to all who cherish 
democracy and human rights.”

The former Santa Catalina 
Mountains work camp where 
Hirabayashi had served his time 
was renamed the Gordon 
Hirabayashi Recreation Site. ■

Kazuko Sakamoto
March 3, 1924 – October 8, 2011

Gordon hirabayashi
April 23, 1918 – January 2, 2012

L TO R: Gordon Hirabayashi, 
Minoru Yasui and Fred Korematsu.

Photo property of Farallon Films, permission 
granted by the Korematsu Institute.

we are out of here — 
Koo, with daughters Pat in 

her arm and Janice walking, 
strides from confinement at 

Manzanar, c.1945.
Photo by Toyo Miyatake.

MAnzAnAR COMMiTTee 

in Memoriam

Victor hujio Shibata
January 25, 1945 – April 17, 2012

Victor was one of the founders of 
the Manzanar Pilgrimage and the 
one who christened it a pilgrimage. 
In the cold of December 27, 1969, 
Victor and other pilgrims painted 
the forsaken monument, cleared the 
area of sagebrush, and decided that 
spring was a wiser time to go again, 
and again, and now again for the 43rd 
year. Like most JA’s his age, Victor 
grew up hearing about camp but 
knew nothing about it. The more he 
learned, the more pissed off he got; 
and the angrier he became, the more 
love he gave out.

Victor embodied the philosophy: 
“to serve the people.” As a valued 
member of the Ministers and Yellow 
Brotherhood, as a chiropractor, as a 
beloved uncle and as a trusted friend 
to all, he gave his utmost.

More than any words, this picture of 
Victor at one of the Pilgrimages says 
more about who Victor will always 
be: open, warm-hearted, unafraid to 
do whatever needs to be done.

Rest in peace, brother. We thank you 
for all you have done and given us 
and will try our best to pick up 
where you left off. ■

Karen Ishizuka
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Early on Aug 16, 2011, we gathered 
at the Holiday Inn in Torrance for the 
Kokusai National Park Tour plus Heart 
Mountain.  

As we rode up I15, our tour guide said 
that Topaz was 40 miles to the west. He 
said that Topaz was built on an alkaline 
flat and that it had the worst location of 
the 10 camps.

Lunch on Thursday was going to be at 
Jackson Hole, WY. As we headed into 
town, a red bus us pulled up. I asked 
their young Caucasian tour guide who 
they were and he replied, “Yamato 
Tours.” The guide added, “There are 
a lot of cars in the parking lot with 
Japanese.”

I went to a sandwich shop. It was full 
of Japanese—half from Kokusai and 
half from Yamato. There was a girl that 
looked familiar. She said, “Hi Kanji, 
I’m Joanne.” She was Joanne Doi who I 
met at an archeological dig at Manzanar 
in 2009. I said, “Strange meeting you 
here.” Joanne replied, “Not really.”

The Friday Reunion and the Saturday 
Dedication dinners were held under a 
tent at the Fairgrounds in Powell, WY. 

The Reunion Keynote Speaker was 
Tom Brokaw, the retired anchor at 
NBC. Brokaw, who now lives in 
Montana, started out with the joke, 
“I was going to get a food taster, but 
then I saw the catering truck was from 
Billings Montana so I do not need a 
food taster.”

In his book “The Greatest Generation,” 
Brokaw wrote about the forced 
internment of Japanese Americans. 
In his speech, Brokaw made the 
points: Heart Mountain is a place 
of renewal and regeneration, people 
suffered greatly, it was a prison 
camp, E.O. 9066 is one of our most 
shameful acts, and the Lesson of Heart 
Mountain is “Do not compromise.” 

I asked a Sansei couple why they weren’t 
going to the dinners.  They replied that 
they were here for the National Park 
part of the tour and furthermore they 
were not in camp and “Evacuation 
and Internment do not relate to me.”

The next day the ILC Dedication 
Ceremony started with the raising of 
the flag by a local Boy Scout Troup 
joined by Nisei members of the Heart 
Mountain Boy Scouts from WW II. 
The crowd of 1000 was under a tent 
for the flag raising, Shinto blessing and 
barbed wire cutting. There were several 
speakers at the Dedication Ceremony, 
among them Norman Mineta, 
Transportation Secretary under George 
W. Bush. Mineta recalled a Cabinet 
Meeting two days after the attack on 
the World Trade Towers. There was 
talk about what to do with Middle 
Easterners and Muslims. Bush told the 
Cabinet, “I don’t want to happen today 
what happened to Norm in 1942.”

Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, the Dedication 
Keynote Speaker, spoke about the 
Heart Mountain Fair Play Committee, 
“They resisted the draft, and I don’t 

blame them. It took a lot of guts to 
come out and do something that 
the majority did not agree with.” 

At 3:30 pm we entered the ILC. 
Displays that caught my attention 
include a racist cartoon by Theodor 
Geisel of Dr. Seuss fame, a group photo 
of the Heart Mountain Camera Club 
and the iconic photo of the Heart 
Mountain Fair Play Committee.  

There was a widow in our tour 
who came from Japan. She heard of 
internment while growing up in Japan 
but this was the first time she was 
going to a camp. I asked her about her 
impressions. She said it was very sad and 
depressing. Especially painful were the 
paintings about camp. She wondered 
why Nisei wanted to revisit such a 
depressing period in their life. She said 
she will never visit a camp again.  

At the Saturday Dinner, John 
Malmberg and his wife joined us. John 
is the General Manager and Advertising 
Manager of the Cody Enterprise. John 
asked if I heard of Bill Hosokawa and 
proudly went on to say that Hosokawa 
received many awards while working 
for the Denver Post. Hosokawa was the 
Editor of the Heart Mountain Sentinel 
and the Cody Enterprise printed 5,000 
copies of the Sentinel every Saturday.

Later in the evening, a speaker 
announced that a member of the 
state legislature and his wife were 
waiters for the evening. Many “local 
people” volunteered as waiters.

The main program for the Dedication 
Dinner was a panel consisting of 
Norman Mineta, Lance Ito, Irene 
Hirano Inouye and Melba Vasquez. 
The topic was “Looking to the Future.”

I bought the Billings Gazette in 
South Dakota. The headline on the 
front page read The Way Forward, 
Interpretive Center Opens at Former 
Heart Mountain Camp. Beneath that 
was another photo with caption Current 
and former Heart Mountain Boy Scouts 
salute as they raise the American flag 
at the grand opening. Page 9 had the 
headline, Voices of Heart Mountain 
and described the  lives of six Nisei.  

The August 17 edition of the Cody 
Enterprise had a long story about 
the Fair Play Committee. The story 
centered around Yosh Kuromiya who 
was sentenced to 3 years in federal 
penitentiary and is alive today. The 
article quoted Kuromiya, “The 
center will help in the education 
process. Most Americans aren’t 
even aware of what happened which 
is probably the saddest part.”

The people of Wyoming, Montana and 
South Dakota are learning about what 
happened at Heart Mountain. Their 
newspapers believe that “Lessons from 
the past” are “Guidance  for the future”. 

The Nisei have failed the Sansei if the 
Sansei think that “Evacuation and 
Internment do not relate to me.” ■

Kanji Sahara

Return to heart Mountain

We stopped to explore the 
camp after a week of skiing in 
Mammoth. 

There were dusty, uneven dirt roads. 
Ahead was a dump site. Hidden in 
the scrub brush was the detritus of 
a shameful history. 

Oh look, we found broken dishes, 
a shoe, a crushed blue kettle. 
We found a child’s marble.

 Many years ago our families were 
here, enduring the wind, the cold, the 
heat. Though they saw the grandeur 
of the mountains and the unforgiving 
desert landscape, they were prisoners.

We had a nice picnic lunch. We were 
free to drive away and down 395 to 
Los Angeles. We couldn’t reconcile 
the history with the present.

It was 1976, the nation’s Bicenten-
nial, a short 34 years after Executive 
Order 9066. The haunting landscape 
of the former site of the Manzanar 
camp had been holding its secrets 
all these years. The community held 
its secrets too.

The history is personal—how did 
they do it, how did our families 
survive?

Did their skin crack and blister in the 
summer heat, and in the brutally dry 
winter wind? How did raise babies 
with cloth diapers, glass bottles, little 
medication, no refrigeration? How 
did they deal with the shame?

We see progress in telling the 
indisputable tale of Japanese 
American hardship and tragedy 
during WW II. Formerly untold 
stories of resilience and resistance, 
tales of fate and of lasting friendships, 
and in the grand scheme of American 
history the story of the collective 
heroism of a hated and imprisoned 
community who survived the worst 
America could dish out.

It has taken 70 years to fully realize 
the pain and anguish of being 
unjustly incarcerated. We know in 
our hearts that it could happen 
again, to another group who look like 
the enemy, another community that 
is hated.

Will there be new victims of hysteria 
and prejudice? Will they, too, have 
their loyalty questioned and their 
rights denied? Will a new generation 
of laser-guided machine guns and 
halogen searchlights be pointed 
not away but inwards?, to keep the 
rest of us safe from the “enemies 
of America?”

Education is key, and to be aware of 
the political climate is to be vigilant. 
Be proud of our community and its 
survival, be a witness to history and 
take the lesson to others. 

GAMBATTE! ■

Kerry Kunitomi Cababa 
Manzanar Committee co-chair

never Again 
to Anyone

Yoshio Okumoto collection, Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation Photo by Clem Albers
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I attended my first Manzanar Pilgrimage in 1992, 
now 20 years ago. I was a newbie, learning about Japanese 
American history that was part of my family’s story, for 
the first time. I volunteered at a year-long series of events 
marking the 50 Year Remembrance of the Japanese American 
internment. I became active in the Japanese American 
Community, yes with a capital “C,” helped with the Day 
of Remembrance and co-chaired the Future of the Nikkei 
Community Conference that year.

That year, I also joined the Manzanar Committee, working 
with the legendary Sue Kunitomi Embrey, including longtime 
supporters Rei Osaki, Tak Yamamoto, Grace Harada 
and Wilbur Sato.

In 1997, with the blessings of the Manzanar Committee, 
Ayako Hagihara and I created the Manzanar After Dark 
(MAD-ness!) program after my husband and I attended 
the four-day Tule Lake Pilgrimage in 1996. We were 
inspired to create something similar,  something deeper 
than the 2-hour pilgrimage program.  

The first two years included a two-night camping trip and 
was attended by about 40 people. We wanted to camp out 
so we could experience the bitter coldness that our families 
might have experienced in winters at Manzanar, and waking 
up to snow flurries outside our tent that first morning helped 
us to envision just that.

The Manzanar After Dark evening program was created 
as a way of engaging young people and making the 
connection between injustices of the camp experience and 
present-day issues of immigration, racial profiling, etc., by 
providing an evening program for sharing, educating and 
learning from intergenerational group discussions, oral 
histories, forums and cultural performances. Included were 
taiko groups and performances by singer Ken Koshio 
and the band Visiting Violette.

Students have always been a big part of the MAD program 
(held for many years at the American Legion Hall in 
Independence). EducationInAction, sponsored a diverse, 

multiethnic mix of students from City College of S.F. for 
the first 8 years. The students participated as emcees, in 
intimate discussions, and performing spoken word.

In 2004, the Manzanar Committee published a poetry 
‘zine, “Keep it Going… Pass it On: Poetry Inspired by the 
Manzanar Pilgrimage,” a collection of works by 23 different 
poets, students and community people, with a grant from 
the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program and 
Japanese American Community Services (JACS).

In 2008, we set a new record as 330 people attended, 
including over 80 Muslim Americans from the Council 
on American Islamic Relations.

Since then, the MAD program, now called Manzanar at 
Dusk, coordinated by Gann Matsuda and Jim To, has grown 
even larger in size and scope and moved to the Lone Pine 
High School. Last year, UCLA Nikkei students took a larger 
role in the program, and presented a dramatic program as a 
way of stimulating the intergenerational discussions that have 
remained a focus of the MAD. 

I am a mother of a 1st grader now. My daughter knows about 
Manzanar and her family’s history because she has been to 
the Pilgrimage every year since she was 14 months old. As 
the Nikkei generations continue to age, and the number of 
former internees who were in camp and have camp memories 
declines, it is even more important to capture and share these 
stories for her, for the Nisei who was born in camp and still 
remembers dust in her eyes and in her hair, for the college 
student whose grandparents still don’t talk about it, for the 
Muslim American teenager who is teased for being different. 
Fifteen years after it started, so continues the MAD-ness.

“If I listen with my heart, I hurt when I hear your story. 
But I must listen. I must learn. Please tell me more. 
We need to know.” 

   “Keep It Going…Pass it On” 
   Manzanar After Dark, 2003

Jenni “Emiko” Kuida

Continuing the Tradition of MAd-ness: Keep it Going

“Sometimes a howl, the winds of Manzanar, other times, 
  just a whisper, keep the flames of truth burning bright…” 

Manzanar After dark—which has 
become known as “Manzanar At dusk” 
(MAD)—has included an open mic session, with 
creative performances—music, song, poetry, rap, and 
more, inspired by that day’s Pilgrimage, and small group 
discussions.

Kiki Inomata from Asian Persuasian, world-renowned 
taiko master Kenny Endo, and spoken word artists Traci 
Kato-Kiriyama and Kennedy Kabasares from Zero 3 
have participated. Poetry from the program has also been 
published in the booklet, “Keep It Going, Pass It On.”

But with the program growing in size in recent years, 
primarily due to logistical issues, college students were 
no longer involved in organizing it, and, as a result, 
MAD lost some of its original character.

That changed in 2011, with students from the Nikkei 
Student Unions of UCLA, UCSD and Cal Poly 
Pomona began to co-sponsor the event, and brought 
their ideas, energy and enthusiasm. They took the 
program into uncharted waters, recognizing that they 
have a responsibility to keep the stories of the former 
concentration camp prisoners alive.

With the leadership of college students a big part of the
MAD program once again, the program has regained
much of its original character. But, more importantly, the
stories of the former prisoners will live on through the
hearts and minds of these dedicated young people, 
ensuring that the MAD program will remain true to 
form for many years to come. ■

                                                      Gann Matsuda
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If you’re reading this program 
waiting for the 43rd Annual Manzanar 
Pilgrimage program to begin, look up 
at Mt. Williamson. To its west and 
going south, is Sequoia National Park. 
Kings Canyon NP borders Sequoia, 
to the west of Williamson and a few 
degrees north. Majestic! Exactly what 
many folks think that the National 
Park Service is all about.

However, each one of us on the 
Manzanar staff enthusiastically applied 
for our respective positions at this site, 
which upon initial appearance, one 
might consider stark and windswept. 

Each one of us feels deeply 
privileged—actually, honored—to 
have joined the greater TEAM which 
stewards this synergizing international 
site of conscience. We, the Manzanar 

staff, are privileged to assist our 
visitors—and, increasingly, our 
virtual visitors—in better 
understanding the frightening 
parallels between the WWII 
incarceration to today’s unfolding 
events, both within our nation’s 
borders and without.

The TEAM: It’s actually everyone—
All of US. There are still many who 
don’t know that they’re our teammates. 
So, while being mindfully respectful, 
let’s go forth and help them grow their 
hearts and minds. In return, we’ll grow 
from the stories and lessons they’ll 
relate to us. ■

Aloha Teammate!
Les Inafuku
Superintendent, 
Manzanar National Historic Site

big bend, death Valley, Glacier, 
Mount Rainier, Rocky Mountain, 
wrangell-St. elias, yellowstone: 
These are the awesome “crown jewel” national parks at 
which some of our current Manzanar National Historic Site 
staff have been stationed.

From Our 
Friends at CAiR, 

Council on American-Islamic 
Relations, Greater Los Angeles Area

American Muslims have been 
tremendously blessed with the 
friendship and support of our 
Japanese American brothers and 
sisters, who know too well the horrific 
incarceration of and the resulting 
devastation faced by their families 
during WWII. 

Over the past 10 years, Japanese 
Americans have stood tall and strong 
in solidarity with the Muslim 
community—another community 
which they felt had suffered similarly 
over the years. In more recent years, 
as anti-Muslim sentiment has 
increased in the U.S., so too have 
the efforts of the Japanese American 
community in support of Muslims.  

Let us come together and continue 
the hard work of protecting civil 
rights and human rights, and to 
speak out against ethnic and 
religious profiling, for that is true 
patriotism to our country and 
our fellow Americans. In light of 
Congressman Peter King’s “Muslim 
radicalization hearings” and New 
York Police Department’s shameful 
surveillance of law-abiding American 
Muslims, our nation needs yet another 
powerful reminder about the injustices 
that can take place if we permit fear 
and paranoia to take hold of us. ■

Hussam Ayloush 
Executive Director

Friends from the 
Muslim American 
community have 
shown at the 
Pilgrimage in 
growing numbers.

Rose “Takayo Matsui” Ochi
Manzanar Committee, pro bono attorney, 

Sue Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award, “Baka Guts” Award Honoree

 

Gambate!! 
Tommy Ochi & Ochi and Matsui family plus “Basho.” 

welcome back, Frank

Frank Hays was an early and important part of the 
Manzanar story. Following Debbie Bird in 2001, Frank 
oversaw the reconstruction of the auditorium and 
transformation in 2004 into today’s Interpretive Center.  
He also built the core staff before transferring to Hawaii. 
One of his hires was Chief of Interpretation Alisa Lynch. 
Frank was a good man to Sue Embrey and Rose Ochi. 
Knowing that they were eyewitnesses to life in camp he 
listened and valued their input.

For his past service the Manzanar Committee recognizes 
and honors Frank. We are indebted to him for his years 
of dedicated work. We hope he enjoys his brief time in 
the desert, far away from his arctic home. ■

The Manzanar Committee

M Palma Photography.com
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Congratulations Rose 
on receiving the Sue Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award

Thank you for your dedication to Civil Liberties 
and the Manzanar National Historic Site



Gambatte!
Tak Yamamoto and Karl Von Fish
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All our love and support to Rose!!!!
Congratulations on a lifetime of achievements!!!!



Darlene Kuba, Bill Fujioka 
& Scruffy Kuba Fujioka
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Congratulations
Rose 



Kanji Sahara

Remembering William Hohri 
and the National Council for 

Japanese American Redress for their 
courageous struggle for Justice

Observing the 20th anniversary 
of the establishment of the 

Manzanar National Historic Site

Thanking the Manzanar Committee 
for their enduring commitment 

to memorialize our 
concentration camp ordeal



Wilbur Sato

In Commemoration of 

70 Years
since

EO 9066

Thank you Manzanar Committee



Japanese American Historical
Society of Southern California

PO Box 3164, Torrance, CA 90510-3164

A grateful thank you to 
the Issei and Nisei 

who sacrificed so much, enabling 
today’s Nikkei to stand tall with pride.

Congratulations to 
Rose Ochi 

for the award for “guts” 
that she so richly deserves.



Carol and Warren Minami
Berkeley, French Camp and Potomac, MD
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The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about 
the incarceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during WWII, 

and to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger.

The Manzanar Committee
1566 Curran Street, Los Angeles, CA 90026  •  Tel: (323) 662-5102  •  www.ManzanarCommittee.org  •  http://blog.ManzanarCommittee.org

The Manzanar Committee is a 501©3 non-profi t organization.

With admiration and gratitude for her role 
in the establishment of 

Manzanar National Historic Site 
Happy 20th Birthday Manzanar!

Jack Kunitomi and family

h d d d f h l

Rose and Jack at the 
Congressional Gold Medal 

Ceremony


