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Planning Department
County of Inyo
P.O. Drawer L
Independence, CA 92526-0611
VIA EMAIL TO inyoplanning@inyocounty.us

RE: Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) – General Plan Amendment 
2013-02/Inyo County Renewable Energy

The Manzanar Committee, which sponsors the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage and Manzanar At 
Dusk programs, and has played a key role in the preservation, protection and creation of the 
Manzanar National Historic Site, remains steadfastly opposed to any development that would 
interfere with the operation, goals and purpose of the Manzanar NHS, including forever marring 
its viewshed. As such, we continue to be gravely concerned that the Owens Valley will be opened 
to large-scale, industrial solar energy facilities, as the Draft Program Environmental Impact 
Report (PEIR) – General Plan Amendment 2013-02/Inyo County Renewable Energy seems to 
indicate.

As we have stated throughout the REGPA process, we strongly urge the County of Inyo to 
forever protect the Owens Valley from any large-scale renewable energy development. We also 
reiterate that:

In addition to protecting the cultural resources in the Owens Valley and the viewshed of the Manzanar 
NHS, such development in the Owens Valley would make no sense, given that your economy is 
based primarily on tourism. After all, visitors are attracted to the Owens Valley because of its mostly 
pristine, open lands, along with forest areas, and other outdoor wonders. Tourism would suffer greatly 
if massive renewable energy facilities are built in the area.

We have also noted that some in Inyo County believe that large-scale solar energy projects would 
bring increased economic development. But if the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s 
(LADWP) proposed Southern Owens Valley Solar Ranch (SOVSR) is any indication of how wrong 
such beliefs are, Inyo County must not buy into this fallacy. After all, according to LADWP’s Draft 
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Environmental Impact Report, the project would employ approximately 350 temporary workers, and 
up to ten permanent employees.

As such, in terms of providing employment opportunities for Inyo County residents, the SOVSR 
would generate some temporary jobs during construction of the project (LADWP stated it would take 
approximately five years to finish construction), but no more than ten permanent jobs to operate and 
maintain the facility. Does that sound like it is worth destroying a huge swath of the Owens Valley, 
given that, as I stated above, your economy is based on tourists, who are attracted to the Owens 
Valley because of the beauty of its open spaces and pristine lands?

The above also applies to the proposed Northland Power Independence Solar Project—very 
similar to the SOVSR. In fact, the developer states that this facility would create only 20 full and 
part-time jobs—the same issues and concerns apply to this ill-conceived project as well.

We also note that the developer of the Northland project contends that the Owens Valley “has 
been used historically for industrial purposes and is not a pristine, undisturbed area at all.”

The developer also described some of the historic uses of the Owens Valley by humans, 
including the rail line, the Manzanar Airport and other uses. The developer even pointed to 
structures that were part of the Manzanar concentration camp as proof that the Owens Valley has 
a long history of industrial use and that the land is far from pristine.

Obviously, the developer’s comments are motivated by the desire to build their 1,280-acre solar 
energy generating facility near Independence. However, they are clearly a distortion of reality 
and entirely self-serving—they should be rejected out of hand.

Indeed, even if you acknowledge the historic uses of the Owens Valley mentioned by the 
developer, none of those uses were large-scale industrial facilities. Even the Manzanar Airport, 
was a relatively small facility that was quickly abandoned. It did not have the visual impact that 
a 1,280-acre site, covered with photovoltaic panels and buildings, would have within Manzanar’s 
viewshed.

At this point, we must also reiterate that the Manzanar Committee does not oppose solar energy, 
or other renewable energy sources. However, we have stated, since the first public meetings 
organized by the LADWP, and in our written comments and oral testimony presented to Inyo 
County, many alternatives to large-scale, industrial solar facilities exist. Energy efficient, 
distributed generation, particularly in the Los Angeles area, or other urban centers, are highly 
preferable steps that will help California transition away from fossil fuels and meet mandates set 
forth by the California State Legislature. 

As we have also stated in our testimony before the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors, and in our written comments regarding the REGPA, allowing large-scale, industrial 
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solar energy facilities in the Owens Valley would create a dramatic disruption of the area, and 
would thoroughly undercut the mission and purpose of the Manzanar National Historic Site.

As the draft PEIR states, the Manzanar NHS attracts tens of thousands of visitors each 
year.  Presently, the Manzanar NHS stands out, its buildings and reconstructed guard tower are 
fully visible from US Highway 395, unobstructed by any natural or artificial barriers.  This, 
as we have noted previously, and the authors of the draft PEIR reference, provides visitors 
a “...sense of isolation that was part of the psychological warfare perpetuated by the U.S. 
government...” 

While this is indisputable, the report effectively contradicts itself: “...[the] focus of visitors of 
the national historic site is generally inward and on the facilities within the site rather than on the 
surrounding areas and visual landscape.”

We are outraged by this statement because:

1) In no way does this statement reflect comments received by Inyo County during the REGPA 
process. To be sure, no one from the Manzanar Committee, the Manzanar NHS, or the 
general public made such comments, either at the Planning Commission meeting or the 
Board of Supervisors meetings where the REGPA was discussed.

2) The statement also bears absolutely no resemblance to any written comments received by 
Inyo County during the REGPA process. Again, no one from the Manzanar Committee, the 
Manzanar NHS, or the general public stated that at any point in this process.

Given points 1 and 2 above, and with no source provided, we can only assume this is the opinion 
of the County officials/staff who authored the document, or of those who may have instructed 
staff to include it in the draft PEIR.

We are further outraged because this opinion or assertion bears no resemblance to reality. In 
fact, there are constant references to the surrounding environs by the thousands of visitors 
to the Manzanar NHS, as well as in recorded statements of those incarcerated at Manzanar 
during World War II. Indeed, as one enters the Visitors Center, one is greeted by a quote from 
a former incarceree describing the majestic, desolate scene that greeted them as they arrived in 
1942.  Further, much of the artwork from that dark period of World War II, and continuing today, 
are works that juxtapose scenes of tarpaper barracks and barbed wire fences with the surrounding 
area. Famed water colorist Henry Fukuhara, who was among those unjustly incarcerated at 
Manzanar, is one of many artists who captured this tragically beautiful tension.
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The Manzanar Committee remains firmly opposed to creating pockets of utility scale renewable 
energy projects that will forever mar the physical environment and fatally compromise the 
mission and nature of the Manzanar National Historic Site. We stand with the various Owens 
Valley Paiute and Shoshone tribal organizations, the Owens Valley Committee, and the vast 
majority of Inyo County residents who are calling on the County to do everything in its power to 
protect the Owens Valley from large-scale renewable energy development in perpetuity.

Sincerely,

Bruce Embrey
Co-Chair
Manzanar Committee


