
50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage
2019 Manzanar At Dusk
Saturday, April 27, 2019

• About the Manzanar Committee
• Manzanar At Dusk Program Background/History
• Press Releases
• Biographical Information (speakers, taiko group)
• Recommended Terminology
• Manzanar Pilgrimage - Guidelines for Coverage
• Manzanar At Dusk - Guidelines for Coverage

This document is available for download at:
https://manzanarcommittee.org/2019media

Manzanar Committee
1566 Curran Street • Los Angeles, California • 90026-2036 • (323) 662-5102

E-Mail: info@manzanarcommittee.org • Web: https://manzanarcommittee.org
https://www.facebook.com/ManzanarCommittee         @manzanarcomm

https://instagram.com/manzanarcommittee



About The Manzanar Committee

Our Mission Statement:

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the 
incarceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II, 
and to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger.

Our History

The Beginning: The First Pilgrimage

In December 1969, about 150 people drove by car and bus on a pilgrimage to a dusty patch of 
desert in the Owens Valley, between Lone Pine and Independence, California. Their destination 
was Manzanar, one of ten concentration camps in which Americans of Japanese ancestry were 
incarcerated during World War II. As they stepped out of their cars, the bitter cold and biting 
wind gave the participants their first lesson on how life must have been for the detainees.

The participants were mostly students who had never been there before, organized by Sansei 
(third generation Japanese American, the children of the Nisei, the second generation, the first 
generation born in the United States) Warren Furutani, a Japanese American Citizens League 
(JACL) student leader and Victor Shibata, a student at the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA), who were inspired by the Civil Rights and identity movements of the 1960’s. Their 
search for a defining experience which shaped Japanese American identity led them to Manzanar, 
where they found a buckshot-riddled cemetery monument with the Japanese inscription, I Rei To, 
“Soul Consoling Tower.”

“I had a feeling of being somewhere significant,” said Furutani. “Just as the camp experience 
bears fruit for those individuals who want to pick and harvest the lessons and knowledge to be 
learned, these trees blossom every spring,” added Furutani.

For several participants, the connection to Manzanar was even more deeply rooted. Indeed, two 
Issei ministers, Reverends Sentoku Mayeda and Shoichi Wakahiro, had made the ohakamairi 
pilgrimage every year since the camp closed 25 years earlier to honor the 200 who had died in 
camp, and did not want them forgotten. “When we were inside, they had machine guns to keep 
us in. Then [after the war] they put locks and guards to keep us out.”

To be sure, they were pleased that the students were interested in learning about the site and 
remembering those who were incarcerated there.
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Former incarcerees were invited to attend as first hand resources for the students since many of 
the parents of the younger generation college students would not talk about it. Sue Kunitomi 
Embrey, Karl Yoneda, Elaine Black, Amy Ishii, Henry Matsumura, Rex Takahashi, and Jim 
Matsuoka were a few of those who would speak.

The questions from the Sansei activists opened old wounds, and became a turning point for many 
of the former incarcerees, especially for Embrey, who had long buried the painful memories of 
camp and its aftermath.

“I knew what had happened to us was wrong, but didn’t feel anything could be done about it 
until then,” she said.

The experience joined participants together to push for real recognition of Manzanar, and an ad 
hoc group, the Manzanar Project, was formed.

Education and Preservation

The work of the group began in earnest in 1970, when the Manzanar Committee was formed 
with a two-fold focus on education and to establish Manzanar as a California State Historical 
Landmark.

Numerous teach-ins were held across the state, and included panels with Gordon Hirabayashi, 
Roger Daniels, Mary Kochiyama and others. Educational films were shown, including Robert 
Nakamura’s Manzanar, and home movies of the Amache, Heart Mountain and Topaz camps.

“We need to teach the history of evacuation and place it in historical perspective so that the 
Sansei may have the necessary tools to protect themselves against discrimination and racism 
which are inherent in American society,” Embrey wrote.

Projects included support for exhibits depicting life in camp, such as Executive Order 9066, at 
the Pasadena Museum of Art in 1971, and the California Historical Society’s exhibit, Months of 
Waiting, at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in 1972, which featured art and photographs depicting 
the camp experience and the watercolors of Estelle Ishigo, who was imprisoned at the Heart 
Mountain concentration camp.

Collaboration with documentaries on the wartime experience, along with editorial articles and 
letters to the editors, kept the subject before the public. The Committee worked actively with 
Dr. Arthur A. Hansen, Ph.D. of the Japanese American Project, part of the Oral History Program 
at California State University, Fullerton, giving a voice to the stories and experiences of former 
incarcerees.

In 1972, the Committee published The Lost Years: 1942-1946, and efforts to reprint Ansel 
Adams’ Born Free and Equal began. Embrey and Ishii also created a slide show that was 
brought to schools, and actively worked with the Los Angeles Unified School District. In 
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addition, a library was established to make films available to the community and classrooms. 
The Committee also collaborated with the Los Angeles Unified School District to produce 
Making Connections, a comprehensive teaching support guide about the Japanese American 
incarceration.

With the land around the monument and entry leased from the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power, with the condition of maintaining the land, the Committee provided the State of 
California with historical information, photographs and maps for State Landmark designation.

After numerous trips to Sacramento by Embrey, Furutani and Ishii, the site achieved Historic 
Landmark designation in January 1972, but not without a fight.

The wording submitted for the landmark plaque by the Committee was rejected due to objections 
over the terms hysteria, racism, and concentration camp. It would take a year of debate, 
hearings, emotional appeals, a nationwide petition and a letter writing campaign before the 
wording was accepted. The bronze plaque was fitted into the front wall of the stone guardhouse 
at the 1973 Pilgrimage by Ryozo Kado, the original stone mason who built the guardhouse and 
several of his then-young assistants who helped him some thirty years earlier.

The Committee also actively supported recognition of the other camps, and participated in the 
Tule Lake Pilgrimage in 1974, and Poston in 1975. Support was give to establish Angel Island as 
a Historic Landmark as well.

Following its dedication as a California State Landmark in 1972, the Manzanar Committee began 
working on designation of the site as a National Historic Landmark. Due to the Committee’s 
efforts, Congress authorized the Department of the Interior to survey Manzanar as a potential 
landmark. The Committee collaborated again in providing photographs, maps, interviews and 
finally, in 1984, Manzanar was nominated.

As a stakeholder in the land, Tom Bradley, Mayor, City of Los Angeles, was consulted by 
the federal government for their stand on the designation. Bradley appointed then-Director of 
Criminal Justice Planning, Rose Ochi, a former incarceree from Rowher, as liasion between 
the City and the National Park Service, and later between the City and Inyo County. Manzanar 
received National Historic Landmark status a year later.

But the work to preserve Manzanar for future generations was not yet done.

National Historic Landmark status did nothing to protect the site because the land was owned 
by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. However, this step would have to be put on 
hold as more pressing needs faced the Japanese American community.
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Working for Redress

Throughout this period, the debate over redress and reparations was brewing. Groups from 
around the country called for an apology from the U.S. Government and monetary compensation 
for violations of the civil rights of American citizens and legal residents affected by Executive 
Order 9066.

With the JACL unable to effectively make much progress on its own, the Committee joined the 
efforts of an emerging group in the San Fernando Valley, EO 9066 Inc. A survey of the Japanese 
American community determined that there was overwhelming support for both an apology and 
monetary compensation. Resolutions of support were sought from church groups, labor unions, 
community organizations and the Japanese American community to assert that it was not charity 
they were seeking, but a genuine solution to redress the wrongs committed against them. Many 
believed it was too late; others did not think there was enough support.

In 1979, the JACL took the stance of recommending the creation of a federal commission to 
study the matter and recommend solutions, and, the following year, President Jimmy Carter 
authorized the establishment of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of 
Civilians (CWRIC).

Though the Committee supported a stronger position, they joined the efforts of the National 
Council for Japanese American Redress (NCJAR), led by former Manzanar incarceree William 
Hohri from Chicago, activists from Seattle, the Little Tokyo People’s Rights Organization 
(LTPRO) and the National Coalition for Redress/Reparations (NCRR; primarily out of the Los 
Angeles Community Coalition on Redress and Reparations) and testified before the Commission 
to make sure the Japanese American community was heard.

In December 1982, the CWRIC issued their findings in the exhaustive work, Personal 
Justice Denied, and included testimonies presented and researched by the Commission’s 
research associate, Aiko Herzig-Yoshinaga, a former Manzanar incarceree. The Commission 
recommended $20,000 in individual compensation to those incarcerated and a formal apology.

Government collusion was uncovered in the findings of Michi Weglyn, and published in her 
book, Years of Infamy, along with the findings of Peter Irons, a law historian. Iron’s findings 
would set into motion the 1983 appeal of the wartime convictions of Fred Korematsu, Gordon 
Hirabayashi and Minoru Yasui.

In late 1987, House Resolution 442, made it to the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives. 
NCRR mobilized an Asian American delegation to lobby for the bill in Washington, D.C., which 
proved to be critical to its passage in the House on September 17, 1987.

On April 20, 1988, the Senate passed the companion bill Senate Bill 1009, and was sent to 
President Ronald Reagan for signing. Reagan threatened to veto the bill, but eventually signed 
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what would become Public Law 100-383 on August 10, 1988. But it would take over two years 
for the first payments to be made.

Preservation Work Continues

With the legislative work for redress passed, work to establish the Historic Site intensified. After 
a lengthy process of community organizing and lobbying at the Congressional level, House 
Resolution 543, authored by Representative Mel Levine (D-California), was enacted into law 
(Public Law 102-248) on March 3, 1992, creating the Manzanar National Historic Site. The 
Committee worked with the Manzanar National Historic Site Advisory Commission, established 
by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, to oversee development of the project. Malicious opposition 
from some members of the Owens Valley community escalated, resulting in death threats if “a 
Jap museum” was erected. The Committee met with local residents, members of the Inyo County 
Board of Supervisors, and others to reach an understanding and build local support in the Owens 
Valley. Meanwhile, Ochi, who, along with fellow Manzanar Committee members Embrey and 
Gann Matsuda served on the Advisory Commission, was a key player in convincing the local 
community of the potential benefit of the Manzanar National Historic Site to the Owens Valley. 
Through tireless land negotiations and legislative efforts to develop the site, the land at Manzanar 
was finally transferred from the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (who still owns 
the water rights) to the National Park Service in 1994. The Committee continued to push for the 
funding necessary to manage and build the site, and in 2002, groundbreaking began for a visitor  
center and headquarters.

The annual pilgrimages continued to draw large numbers of students and community members 
wanting to understand and share experiences. Inspired by a program at the Tule Lake Pilgrimage, 
member Jenni Kuida, along with member Ayako Hagihara, introduced the Manzanar After Dark 
program as an opportunity for the different generations to come together. A compilation of poetry 
by students inspired by the pilgrimage resulted in the publication Keep It Going, Pass It On in 
2004.

In 2004, the Visitor Center, housed in the old Manzanar High School auditorium, was completed, 
a stunning exhibit of the site’s history and the stories of people incarcerated there, along with 
the history of pre-camp communities that lived at Manzanar, such as the Owens Valley Paiute, 
farmers, rancher and miners.

The opening commemorative speech would be Embrey’s last, her health frail from chronic 
sarcoidosis, a condition she believed was a result of the years in the dust-filled camp. When 
asked “Why continue the work? Tthe site is protected, redress was won,” she responded that 
there was still work to be done—many had not heard of the camps.

On May 15, 2006, Sue Kunitomi Embrey passed away, leaving a legacy for generations to 
remember and a nation to reflect upon. Since her loss, the Committee has continued the work 
she started some 36 years earlier. The pilgrimages continue to draw over 1,000 participants 
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who come from all over the nation, and the Manzanar At Dusk program is attended by over 300 
people each year, with college students returning to the leadership role in organizing the program 
in 2011.

The Manzanar Committee, which has sponsored the Pilgrimage since 1969, along with the 
Manzanar At Dusk program since 1997 (the program was originally known as Manzanar After 
Dark), is an all-volunteer organization, incorporated under the laws of the State of California as a 
non-profit educational organization.



Manzanar At Dusk
Program Background/History

Inspired by his experiences at the 1996 Tule Lake Pilgrimage, Tony Osumi, husband of former 
Manzanar Committee member Jenni Kuida, came up with a brilliant idea...

...Why not add inter-generational discussions, similar to those that were part of the Tule Lake 
Pilgrimage, as a component of the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage?

As a result, in 1997, Kuida, along with fellow Manzanar Committee member Ayako Hagihara, 
created Manzanar After Dark (MAD-ness!), an evening program that would engage young 
people and make the connection between the injustices of the camp experience and present-day 
issues, such as immigration, racial profiling, and to provide a program for sharing, educating and 
learning from intergenerational group discussions and cultural performances.

The first two years, the program was a two-night affair, held a at campground just north of 
Manzanar National Historic Site.

“We wanted to camp out so we could experience the bitter cold that our families might have 
experienced at Manzanar,” said Kuida. “Waking up to snow flurries that first morning helped us 
to envision just that.”

Students have always been a big part of the program (which expanded and moved to the VFW 
Hall in Independence, just north of Manzanar), and for the first eight years, a multi-ethnic mix 
of students from EducationInAction at the City College of San Francisco served as emcees, 
performed spoken word, and facilitated small group discussions.

Despite the growth of the event, like the program around the campfire in the first two years, 
Manzanar At Dusk, is still centered around the small group discussions where participants can 
hear the stories from the former incarcerees first-hand, share their own experiences, and talk 
about how the issues raised by the concentration camp experience are still relevant today.

In recent years, the program has continued to grow, expanding to an overflow crowd of 260 
participants at the Manzanar Visitor Center in 2007, and since 2008, the event has been held at 
Lone Pine High School, attracting crowds as high as 550 in 2017.

Although larger crowds have forced changes in the format of the program, the focus continues to 
be the small group discussion.
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“I think that giving young folks a chance to have intimate conversations with former internees 
is an incredible way to understand what they went through,” said Kuida. “Something you can’t 
get from reading it in a book. These days, more and more of the attendees have no direct family 
members who were in camp, so these exchanges are even more crucial.”

But with the program growing in size in recent years, primarily due to logistical issues, college 
students were no longer involved in organizing it, and, as a result, Manzanar At Dusk lost some 
of its original character.

But that changed in 2011, with students from the Nikkei Student Unions at Cal Poly Pomona, 
California State University (CSU), Long Beach, UCLA and UCSD co-sponsoring the event 
(CSU Fullerton Nikkei Student Union joined the organizing committee this year), bringing 
their ideas, energy and enthusiasm to it. They also took the program into uncharted waters, 
recognizing that they have a responsibility to keep the stories of the former concentration camp 
prisoners alive, as their numbers are, sadly, dwindling.

With students taking the lead once again, Manzanar At Dusk has regained much of its original 
character. But more importantly, the stories of the former incarcerees will live on through the 
hearts and minds of these dedicated young people, ensuring that the program will be able to 
remain true to form for many years to come.



January 28, 2019

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage, 2019 Manzanar At Dusk Set for April 27, 2019

LOS ANGELES — The 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage, sponsored by the Manzanar 
Committee, is scheduled for Saturday, April 27, 2019, at the Manzanar National Historic Site, 
located on U.S. Highway 395 in California’s Owens Valley, between the towns of Lone Pine and 
Independence, approximately 230 miles north of Los Angeles.

Manzanar was the first of the American concentration camps in which more than 120,000 
Japanese Americans and their immigrant parents were unjustly incarcerated during World War II.

Each year, more than 1,000 people from all walks of life attend the Manzanar Pilgrimage, 
including students, teachers, community members, clergy and former incarcerees. Planning is 
underway for the afternoon event, as well as for the annual Manzanar At Dusk program, which 
follows each Pilgrimage that same evening.

This year’s Manzanar Pilgrimage will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first organized 
Manzanar Pilgrimage in 1969.

“The fact that the Manzanar Committee and the Manzanar Pilgrimage have been in existence for 
50 years, enduring and spanning generations. is very important to take stock of,” said Manzanar 
Committee Co-Chair Bruce Embrey. “The Manzanar Pilgrimage has endured. It has become an 
important part of our community’s effort to make sure our nation remembers what can happen 
when the rights of any community are trampled upon under the guise of national security 
concerns or because of xenophobia.”

“The Pilgrimages were a quest, searching for the truth of what happened, led mostly by young 
Sansei (third generation Japanese Americans),” added Embrey. “As it got more established, the 
Pilgrimage became a safe place for the survivors of camp to talk story, revealing the atrocities of 
camp, and educating the younger generations and broader public about our story. In some ways, 
Pilgrimages created the basis for the redress movement to be established and grow, and it helped 
prepare the community to talk about their unjust incarceration at the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians hearings in the early 1980s.”

-more-

Contact Gann Matsuda
E-mail: communications@manzanarcommittee.org

Voice: (323) 662-5102
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Embrey added that over the past 50 years, the Manzanar Pilgrimage has sought to honor and 
remember the strength, endurance and dedication of the former incarcerees.

“We always try to remind everyone how the endurance and strength of those Issei, Nisei, 
Sansei and others who survived camp and the aftermath of their incarceration was remarkable,” 
Embrey stressed. “This year, we hope to capture how strength and endurance has been central 
to demanding justice over the decades, as well as to winning redress and reparations. It is this 
enduring spirit and search for truth that has kept the Pilgrimage alive and relevant, and has made 
it an important voice in our nation’s dialogue about civil rights.”

Cultural performances will begin at 11:30 AM PDT, while the main portion of the program 
begins at 12:00 PM.

Pilgrimage participants are advised to bring their own lunch, drinks, and snacks, as there are 
no facilities to purchase food at the Manzanar National Historic Site (restaurants and fast food 
outlets are located in Lone Pine and Independence, which are nearby). Water will be provided at 
the site, but participants are asked to bring a refillable water bottle that can be filled at refilling 
stations on site.

Those who wish to participate in the traditional flower offering during the interfaith service are 
advised to bring their own flowers.

Pilgrimage participants should also be aware that weather in the Owens Valley can be 
unpredictable and can change rapidly. The Manzanar Committee advises participants that they 
should always wear a hat, use sunscreen (ultraviolet light is not affected by clouds and is more 
intense at higher elevations), and to be prepared for any kind of weather, including high winds, 
heat, cold, and rain.

The Manzanar At Dusk program, which is co-sponsored by the Nikkei Student Unions at 
California State University, Fullerton, California State University, Long Beach, California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona, the University of California, Los Angeles, and the University 
of California, San Diego, will follow a couple of hours after the Manzanar Pilgrimage at 5:00 
PM at Lone Pine High School, 538 South Main Street (U.S. Highway 395), approximately eight 
miles south of the Manzanar National Historic Site, across the street from McDonald’s (see map 
below).

-more-
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Through a creative presentation, small group discussions and an open mic session, Manzanar At 
Dusk participants will have the opportunity to learn about the experiences of those incarcerated 
in the camps. Participants will also be able to interact with former incarcerees in attendance 
to hear their personal stories, to share their own experiences, and discuss the relevance of the 
concentration camp experience to present-day events and issues.

Further details about the Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk program will be announced at a 
later date.

The Manzanar Committee has also announced that bus transportation to the Pilgrimage will 
be available from Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo. The bus will depart at 7:00 AM, arriving at the 
Pilgrimage at approximately 11:30 AM, and will also take participants to the Visitor Center at the 
Manzanar National Historic Site following the afternoon program. The bus should arrive back in 
Los Angeles at approximately 8:30 PM.

Reservations for the Little Tokyo bus will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The non-refundable fare is $45.00 per seat, $30.00 for youth (17 years of age and younger). 
Complimentary fares are available for those who were incarcerated at any of the former 
American concentration camps or other confinement sites during World War II.

Anyone wishing to attend the Manzanar At Dusk program that evening should make other 
transportation arrangements.

Both the Manzanar Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk programs are free and open to the 
public. For more information, or to reserve a seat on the bus departing from Little Tokyo, call 
(323) 662-5102 or send e-mail to 50thpilgrimage@manzanarcommittee.org.

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the 
incarceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War 
II and to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A 
non-profit organization that has sponsored the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along 
with other educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also played a key role in the 
establishment and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For more 
information, send e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their 
web site at https://manzanarcommittee.org.

-30-
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February 12, 2019

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dale Minami, Karen Korematsu To Be Featured Speakers
at the 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage

PILGRIMAGE: Seats are going fast on bus to Manzanar Pilgrimage from Downtown Los 
Angeles.

LOS ANGELES — On February 12, the Manzanar Committee announced that attorney Dale 
Minami of Minami and Lew, L.L.P. and Karen Korematsu, Founder and Executive Director 
of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute, will be the featured speakers at the 50th Annual Manzanar 
Pilgrimage, scheduled for 11:30 PM PDT, Saturday, April 27, 2019, at the Manzanar National 
Historic Site, located approximately 230 miles northeast of Los Angeles on U.S. Highway 395, 
between the towns of Lone Pine and Independence in California’s Owens Valley.

Manzanar was the first of the American concentration camps in which more than 120,000 Japa-
nese Americans and their immigrant parents were unjustly incarcerated during World War II.

Each year, more than 1,000 people from all walks of life attend the Manzanar Pilgrimage, includ-
ing students, teachers, community members, clergy and former incarcerees. Planning is under-
way for the daytime event, as well as for the annual Manzanar At Dusk program, which follows 
each Pilgrimage that same evening.

The theme of this year’s Pilgrimage is 50th Manzanar Pilgrimage: An Enduring Legacy For Civil 
Rights. The program will be emceed by former member of the California State Assembly War-
ren Furutani, one of the founders of the Manzanar Pilgrimage and the Manzanar Committee, and 
writer/artist traci-kato kiriyama of the PULLProject and one of the creators and stars of Tales 
of Clamor, currently playing at the Japanese American Cultural and Community Center in Los 
Angeles’ Little Tokyo.

-more-

Contact Gann Matsuda
E-mail: communications@manzanarcommittee.org

Voice: (323) 662-5102
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Minami is best known for being the lead attorney in Korematsu v. United States (1983), which 
vacated the United States Supreme Court’s 1944 ruling that upheld Fred T. Korematsu’s convic-
tion for violating the forced removal orders in 1942.

Other landmark decisions that Minami has been involved in include: United Pilipinos for Af-
firmative Action v. California Blue Shield, the first class action employment lawsuit brought by 
Asian Pacific Americans on behalf of Asian Pacific Americans; Spokane JACL v. Washington 
State University, a class action on behalf of Asian Pacific Americans to establish an Asian Ameri-
can Studies program at Washington State University; and Nakanishi v. UCLA, a claim for unfair 
denial of tenure that resulted in the granting of tenure after several hearings and widespread 
publicity over discrimination in academia.

Minami is also a founder of the Asian Law Caucus and was appointed as Chair of the Civil 
Liberties Public Education Fund by President Bill Clinton in 1996. He is also involved in many 
other community and legal organizations, along with several governmental agencies.

Korematsu founded the Korematsu Institute in 2009, the 25th anniversary of the vacation of her 
father’s 1944 U.S. Supreme Court decision. Since then, she has worked as a civil rights advocate, 
public speaker, and public educator, sharing her passion for social justice and education at K-12 
public and private schools, colleges and universities, law schools, teachers’ conferences and 
organizations across the country.

Continuing her father’s legacy, Korematsu has advocated for civil liberties for all communities 
and has addressed current issues that have drawn lessons from the past. She has signed on to am-
icus briefs in several cases opposing violations of constitutional rights arising after 9/11, includ-
ing in Odah v. United States, Turkman v. Ashcroft, Hedges v. Obama, and Hassan v. City of New 
York. She also authored the foreword to Patriot Acts, Narratives of Post-9/11 Injustice in 2011.

The recipient of numerous awards and honors for her work, Korematsu is also a lead member 
of the National Advisory Boards of both the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality at 
Seattle University School of Law and the Fred T. Korematsu Professor of Law and Social Justice 
at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai’i at Manoa, among her involv-
ments with several community organizations.

“We’re so pleased Dale Minami and Karen Korematsu will be speaking this year,” said Man-
zanar Committee Co-Chair Bruce Embrey. “Dale and Karen have played key roles in the long 
struggle for redress and reparations, as well as the current efforts to challenge the Trump Admin-
istration’s Muslim ban and xenophobic anti-immigration policies. Their experience, their mes-
sage, is what our country needs to hear right now.”

-more-
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“Let’s remember that 2019 is the 75th anniversary of Korematsu v. United States,” added Em-
brey. “Let’s remember that not that long ago, our government, the government of the United 
States, prosecuted and convicted a young man by withholding, altering and falsifying key evi-
dence and then incarcerated him for no other reason than his ancestry. Fred took a stand against 
the unconstitutional and illegal incarceration of his family, of his community. But even though 
the law was on his side, a racist and undemocratic ruling prevailed. Let us not forget what can 
happen when hysterical, unfounded appeals to national security gain sway in our body politic.”

“What we want to project at this year’s Pilgrimage is that our history, our experience, is a 
cautionary story that our country must take to heart. We cannot stand by and allow this admin-
istration’s undemocratic, racist immigration policies to go unchallenged and that is exactly what 
Karen and Dale have been doing by fighting in the courts and in the realm of public opinion. 
They are two of the most effective leaders linking our community’s experience with the strug-
gles against the anti-immigrant hysteria and Islamophobia of the Trump Administration, so 
really we couldn’t ask for better speakers.”

For the daytime Pilgrimage program, cultural performances will begin at 11:30 AM, while the 
main portion of the program begins at 12:00 PM.

Pilgrimage participants are advised to bring their own lunch, drinks, and snacks, as there are 
no facilities to purchase food at the Manzanar National Historic Site (restaurants and fast food 
outlets are located in Lone Pine and Independence, which are nearby). Water will be provided at 
the site, but participants are asked to bring a refillable water bottle that can be filled at refilling 
stations on site.

Those who wish to participate in the traditional flower offering during the interfaith service are 
advised to bring their own flowers.

Pilgrimage participants should also be aware that weather in the Owens Valley can be unpre-
dictable and can change rapidly. The Manzanar Committee advises participants that they should 
always wear a hat, use sunscreen (ultraviolet light is not affected by clouds and is more intense 
at higher elevations) and to be prepared for any kind of weather, including high winds, heat, 
cold, and rain.

The Manzanar At Dusk program will follow a couple of hours after the Manzanar Pilgrimage at 
5:00 PM at Lone Pine High School, 538 South Main Street (U.S. Highway 395), approximately 
eight miles south of the Manzanar National Historic Site, across the street from McDonald’s.

-more-
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Through a creative presentation, small group discussions and an open mic session, Manzanar At 
Dusk participants will have the opportunity to learn about the experiences of those incarcerated 
in the camps. Participants will also be able to interact with former incarcerees in attendance to 
hear their personal stories, to share their own experiences, and discuss the relevance of the con-
centration camp experience to present-day events and issues.

Further details about the Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk program will be announced at a 
later date.

The Manzanar Committee has also announced that seats are already going fast for bus transporta-
tion to the Pilgrimage from Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo.

The bus will depart at 7:00 AM, arriving at the Pilgrimage at approximately 11:30 AM, and will 
also take participants to the Visitor Center at the Manzanar National Historic Site following the 
afternoon program. The bus should arrive back in Los Angeles at approximately 8:30 PM.

Reservations for the Little Tokyo bus will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The 
non-refundable fare is $45.00 per seat, $30.00 for youth (17 years of age and younger). Com-
plimentary fares are available for those who were incarcerated at any of the former American 
concentration camps or other confinement sites during World War II.

Anyone wishing to attend the Manzanar At Dusk program that evening should make other trans-
portation arrangements.

Both the Manzanar Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk programs are free and open to the 
public. For more information, or to reserve a seat on the bus, call (323) 662-5102 or send e-mail 
to 50thpilgrimage@manzanarcommittee.org.

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the in-
carceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II and 
to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A non-profit 
organization that has sponsored the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along with other 
educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also played a key role in the establishment 
and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For more information, send 
e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their web site at https://
manzanarcommittee.org.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UCLA Kyodo Taiko To Perform at the 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage

LOS ANGELES — UCLA Kyodo Taiko will perform at the 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage, 
sponsored by the Manzanar Committee, Saturday, April 27, 2019, starting at 11:30 AM PDT, 
at the Manzanar National Historic Site, located on U.S. Highway 395 in California’s Owens 
Valley, between the towns of Lone Pine and Independence, approximately 230 miles north of Los 
Angeles.

Each year, over 1,000 people from diverse backgrounds, including students, teachers, community 
members, clergy and former incarcerees attend the Pilgrimage, which commemorates the unjust 
incarceration of over 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry in ten American concentration 
camps, and other confinement sites, located in the most desolate, isolated regions of the United 
States, during World War II. Manzanar was the first of the American concentration camps to be 
established.

The theme of this year’s Pilgrimage is 50th Manzanar Pilgrimage: An Enduring Legacy For Civil 
Rights. Featured speakers will be attorney Dale Minami of Minami and Lew, L.L.P. and Karen 
Korematsu, Founder and Executive Director of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute.

Led by 2018-19 Co-Directors Lindsay Masukawa and Kyle Nakahira, UCLA Kyodo Taiko will 
make their 13th consecutive appearance at the Manzanar Pilgrimage this year. They are the first 
collegiate taiko (Japanese drum) group in North America, making their debut at the Opening 
Ceremony of the University of California, Los Angeles’ commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 
of the Japanese American Internment, which was held in February 1992 at UCLA’s famed Royce 
Hall.

Comprised entirely of UCLA students, UCLA Kyodo Taiko has performed at local K-12 schools, 
Nisei Week, the Tofu Festival and the Lotus Festival in Los Angeles, the Intercollegiate Taiko In-
vitational, during halftime at UCLA men’s basketball games, the First Annual USA Sumo Open, 
and the 2018 Community Art Days in Bishop, California, sponsored by the Inyo Council for the 
Arts, in addition to many other campus, community and private events.

-more-
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In addition to the afternoon event, the Manzanar At Dusk program follows that same evening, 
from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, at the Lone Pine High School gymnasium, located at 538 South Main 
Street (U.S. Highway 395), in Lone Pine, nine miles south of the Manzanar National Historic 
Site, across the street from McDonald’s.

Manzanar At Dusk is co-sponsored by the Nikkei Student Unions at California State University, 
Fullerton, California State University, Long Beach, California State Polytechnic University, Po-
mona, the University of California, Los Angeles, and the University of California, San Diego.

Through a creative presentation, small group discussions and an open mic session, Manzanar At 
Dusk participants will have the opportunity to learn about the experiences of those incarcerated 
in the camps. Participants will also be able to interact with former incarcerees in attendance to 
hear their personal stories, to share their own experiences, and discuss the relevance of the con-
centration camp experience to present-day events and issues.

Pilgrimage participants are advised to bring their own lunch, drinks, and snacks, as there are no 
facilities to purchase food at the Manzanar National Historic Site (restaurants and fast food out-
lets are located in Lone Pine and Independence, which are nearby).

Water will also be provided at the site, but participants are asked to bring a refillable water bottle 
that may be filled at stations located on-site.

Those who wish to participate in the traditional flower offering during the interfaith service are 
advised to bring their own flowers.

Pilgrimage participants should also be aware that weather in the Owens Valley can be unpredict-
able and can change rapidly. The Manzanar Committee advises participants that they should 
always wear a hat, use sunscreen and lip balm (ultraviolet light is not affected by clouds and is 
more intense at higher elevations) and to be prepared for any kind of weather, including high 
winds, heat, cold, and rain.

Further details about the Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk program will be announced at a 
later date.

The Manzanar Committee has also announced that bus transportation to the Pilgrimage is avail-
able from Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo and Gardena.

-more-
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The buses will depart from their respective locations at 7:00 AM, arriving at the Manzanar Na-
tional Historic Site at approximately 11:30 AM and they will also take participants to the Visi-
tor Center at Manzanar following the afternoon program. The buses should arrive back at their 
departure points at approximately 8:30 PM.

The bus from Gardena will depart from the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (1964 W. 
162nd St, Gardena, CA 90247; see map below).

Reservations will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The non-refundable fare is 
$45.00 per seat, $30.00 for youth (17 years of age and younger). Complimentary fares are avail-
able for those who were incarcerated at any of the former American concentration camps or other 
confinement sites during World War II.

Information and registration forms for the Gardena bus can be found on their web site at:

https://www.jci-gardena.org/uploads/6/2/7/0/62706777/manzanar_pilgrimage_bus_registra-
tion_2019.pdf (PDF; Adobe Reader software or equivalent required).

Anyone wishing to attend the Manzanar At Dusk program that evening should make other trans-
portation arrangements.

Both the Manzanar Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk programs are free and are open to the 
public. For more information, or to reserve a seat on the bus departing from Little Tokyo, call 
(323) 662-5102 or send e-mail to 50thpilgrimage@manzanarcommittee.org.

* * *

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the in-
carceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II and 
to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A non-profit 
organization that has sponsored the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along with other 
educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also played a key role in the establishment 
and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For more information, send 
e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their web site at https://
manzanarcommittee.org.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Jim Matsuoka To Receive 2019 Sue Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award

PILGRIMAGE: Bus transportation to the 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage is still 
available from Gardena, California.

LOS ANGELES — On March 21, the Manzanar Committee announced that long-time 
community and redress activist Jim Matsuoka has been named as the recipient of the 2019 Sue 
Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award.

The award, named after the late chair of the Manzanar Committee who was one of the founders 
of the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage and was the driving force behind the creation of the 
Manzanar National Historic Site, will be presented at the 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage 
on Saturday, April 27, 2019, starting at 11:30 AM, at the Manzanar National Historic Site, 
located on U.S. Highway 395 in California’s Owens Valley, between the towns of Lone Pine and 
Independence (see map below).

Each year, over 1,000 people from diverse backgrounds, including students, teachers, community 
members, clergy and former incarcerees, attend the Pilgrimage, which commemorates the unjust 
incarceration of over 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry in ten American concentration 
camps, and other confinement sites, located in the most desolate, isolated regions of the United 
States, during World War II. Manzanar was the first of the American concentration camps to be 
established.

Born in Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo, Matsuoka, 83, was among the 11,070 Japanese/Japanese 
Americans who were incarcerated at Manzanar. 

After the war, Matsuoka’s family returned to Little Tokyo before they moved to a trailer park in 
Long Beach. After that, his family moved to the Crenshaw District of Los Angeles, and then to 
the Virgil Avenue area of Los Angeles, colloquially known, at the time, as “J-Flats.”

-more-
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After graduating from high school, Matsuoka was drafted and served in the United States 
Army. After completing his military service, he enrolled at Los Angeles City College. He later 
transferred to California State University, Long Beach, where he received Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in Social Sciences. During his time in college, Matsuoka also worked in the 
aerospace industry and served ten years as a union representative.

Matsuoka’s work for the union was a catalyst for his activism.

“I spent something like ten years as a union representative fighting for the workers,” he said. 
“I really began to develop a social consciousness. Working people are being kicked around and 
taken advantage of. That kind of leads up into, as I continue on into school, people began to ask 
me about things like Manzanar and somewhere along the line, I began to see that we’re not being 
told the whole story.”

Matsuoka was among the leaders of a group of activists who participated in the first organized 
Manzanar Pilgrimage on a very cold December 27, 1969.

“Jim spoke at the first Manzanar Pilgrimage, even though he recalls that it was the only way 
he would’ve gone back in the dead of winter,” said Manzanar Committee Co-Chair Bruce 
Embrey. “Jim was one of the handful of survivors of camp who made it that year. My mother, 
Sue Kunitomi Embrey, Karl and Elaine Yoneda, Amy Ishii, and a few others,  flanked Jim as he 
clearly laid out how camp traumatized our community. He was bold, honest and he cut to the 
bone. But his words were exactly what needed to be said and more importantly, they needed to 
be taken to heart.”

“Jim was one of the original members of the Manzanar Committee. He knew how important it 
was to remember Manzanar.”

Matsuoka is often recognized for his work during the fight for redress and reparations in the late 
1960s through the early 1990s, especially with Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress (NCRR; 
originally known as the National Coalition for Redress/Reparations).

“Speaking up for redress and reparations, speaking up about the injustices of the forced removal 
publicly and without regard for the personal or professional backlash that inevitably took place in 
the late 1960s and 1970s was not for the faint of heart,” said Embrey. “But that didn’t matter to 
Jim.”

-more-
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“Jim has been one of the most honest, bold and direct voices in our community,” added 
Embrey. “Whether it was redress, workers’ rights or fair housing, Jim was on the front lines. 
He took a stand. Jim is perhaps best known for his leadership role in NCRR, but his leadership 
in developing the first Asian American Studies programs in Los Angeles, to community 
organizations, helping ease the damage camp had done to the community—his contributions are 
immeasurable.”
“Jim knew, from personal experience, how hard life was for many after camp. Jim worked 
tirelessly to help form community groups to assist especially seniors and young people.”

Embrey indicated that Matsuoka is more than deserving of receiving the Sue Kunitomi Embrey 
Legacy Award.

“The idea and spirit behind the award is to recognize people who fought for justice regardless of 
the risks, he noted. “We recognize people, some who have never been, who did the right thing 
before it was popular,  and if you know Jim Matsuoka, you know he never hesitated to do the 
right thing. Not surprisingly, Jim’s moral compass always led him to be one of the first to take on 
any injustice.”

“Jim is no doubt one of our community’s unsung heroes,” he added. “Jim is a tireless, selfless 
and honest activist who is a model for us all. We are proud and honored to name him as the 
recipient of the 2019 Sue Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award.”

In addition to the afternoon Pilgrimage event, the Manzanar At Dusk program follows that same 
evening, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, at the Lone Pine High School gymnasium, located at 538 
South Main Street (U.S. Highway 395), in Lone Pine, nine miles south of the Manzanar National 
Historic Site, across the street from McDonald’s (see map below).

Through a panel discussion, small group discussions and an open mic session, participants 
will have the opportunity to learn about the experiences of those incarcerated in the camps. 
Participants will also be able to interact with former incarcerees in attendance to hear their 
personal stories, to share their own experiences, and discuss the relevance of the concentration 
camp experience to present-day events and issues.

Pilgrimage participants are advised to bring their own lunch, drinks, and snacks, as there are 
no facilities to purchase food at the Manzanar National Historic Site (restaurants and fast food 
outlets are located in Lone Pine and Independence, which are nearby).

Water will also be provided at the site, but participants are asked to bring a refillable water bottle 
that may be filled at stations located on-site.

-more-
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Those who wish to participate in the traditional flower offering during the interfaith service are 
advised to bring their own flowers.

The Manzanar Committee has also announced that although their bus from Little Tokyo is full (a 
waiting list is available), a bus to the Pilgrimage is also available from Gardena, California.

The bus will depart from the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (1964 W. 162nd St, 
Gardena, CA 90247; see map below) at 7:00 AM, arriving at the Manzanar National Historic Site 
at approximately 11:30 AM. The bus will also take participants to the Visitor Center at Manzanar 
following the afternoon program. The bus should arrive back at GVJCI at approximately 8:30 
PM.

Reservations will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The non-refundable fare is 
$45.00 per seat, $30.00 for youth (17 years of age and younger). Complimentary fares are 
available for those who were incarcerated at any of the former American concentration camps or 
other confinement sites during World War II.

Information for this bus can be found at https://gvjci.wufoo.com/forms/manzanar-
pilgrimage-2019. Reservations can also be made at that web site.

Anyone wishing to attend the Manzanar At Dusk program that evening should make other 
transportation arrangements.

Both the Manzanar Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk programs are free and are open to 
the public. For more information, or to get on the waiting list for the bus departing from Little 
Tokyo, call (323) 662-5102 or send e-mail to 50thpilgrimage@manzanarcommittee.org.

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the 
incarceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II 
and to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A non-
profit organization that has sponsored the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along with 
other educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also played a key role in the estab-
lishment and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For more informa-
tion, send e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their web site 
at https://manzanarcommittee.org.
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2019 Manzanar At Dusk Will Connect Past and Present Injustices
 
LOS ANGELES — Connecting the injustices of the past with similar injustices of the present 
will be the focus of the 2019 Manzanar At Dusk program, sponsored by the Manzanar Com-
mittee, scheduled from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM on Saturday, April 27, 2019, at the Lone Pine High 
School gymnasium, located at 538 South Main Street (U.S. Highway 395), in Lone Pine, Califor-
nia, across the street from McDonald’s (see map below).

The Manzanar At Dusk program follows the 50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage that same day at 
the Manzanar National Historic Site, located between the towns of Lone Pine and Independence, 
approximately 230 miles north of Los Angeles (see map below). Cultural performances begin at 
11:30 AM while the main program begins at noon.

Now in its 22nd year, Manzanar At Dusk is co-sponsored by the Nikkei Student Unions at Cali-
fornia Polytechnic University, Pomona, California State University (CSU), Fullerton CSU, Long 
Beach, the University of California, Los Angeles, and the University of California, San Diego.

“Manzanar At Dusk is a collaborative effort between the Manzanar Committee and Japanese 
American college students to continue educating others about the significance of the Japanese 
American incarceration experience,” said Wendi Yamashita, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Center 
for the Study of Culture, Race, and Ethnicity, Ithaca College who serves as Co-Coordinator, 
Manzanar At Dusk. “These students attend a two-day, intensive training at Manzanar and work 
on this program throughout the school year despite their busy schedules as college students and 
organizers. It means a lot to me to be a part of this team and to see our students learn and grow.”

“I have always loved Manzanar At Dusk because it allows for meaningful conversations and con-
nections to emerge as we all process together how Japanese American Incarceration has impacted 
the lives of all Americans, not just Japanese Americans,” added Yamashita. “All of our communi-
ties are more connected in our struggles than we realize and understanding that is so powerful.”

-more-
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Through a creative presentation, small group discussions, and an open mic session, participants 
will have the opportunity to interact with former incarcerees in attendance and others to hear 
their personal stories. Participants will also be able to share their own experiences and discuss 
the relevance of the Japanese American Incarceration experience to present-day issues.

“Manzanar At Dusk is an event I enjoy organizing because it involves collaboration between 
community and student leaders working towards continuing an intergenerational conversation 
about history that should not be forgotten,” said Lauren Matsumoto, Co-President, UCSD Nikkei 
Student Union. “In addition, it’s a time when the community can come together to reflect on the 
past in order to discuss ways that we can be activists for the present while there continues to be 
injustices committed against many other communities whom we need to stand with.”

“The Manzanar Pilgrimage gives us the opportunity to learn more about Japanese American His-
tory in one of the actual locations where they were incarcerated, while Manzanar At Dusk pro-
vides us with a space where we can talk about what happened,” said Emma Boyles, Co-Cultural 
Awareness and Community Service Chair, Nikkei Student Union at UCLA. “It’s important to me, 
personally, because I’m very interested in history and history books have always glossed over the 
Japanese American perspective of World War II. Manzanar At Dusk gives me the opportunity to 
look back at Japanese American Incarceration and see how it relates to what is happening today.”

Water will be provided during the event. However, those attending the program are asked to 
bring a refillable water bottle that can be filled on site.

Both the daytime Pilgrimage program and the Manzanar At Dusk event are free and open to the 
public. For more information, call (323) 662-5102 or send e-mail to 50thpilgrimage@manzanar-
committee.org.

* * *

The Manzanar Committee is dedicated to educating and raising public awareness about the in-
carceration and violation of civil rights of persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II and 
to the continuing struggle of all peoples when Constitutional rights are in danger. A non-profit 
organization that has sponsored the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage since 1969, along with other 
educational programs, the Manzanar Committee has also played a key role in the establishment 
and continued development of the Manzanar National Historic Site. For more information, send 
e-mail to info@manzanarcommittee.org, call (323) 662-5102, or check their web site at https://
manzanarcommittee.org.
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Dale Minami is recognized as one of the top personal injury lawyers in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. He was selected as a Super Lawyer for each year from 2004 through 2018 in the Personal 
Injury category, one of the Top 100 Super Lawyers for Northern California in 2005 and from 
2007 to 2018, and in the Top Ten Super Lawyers in the Personal Injury Category from 2013 
through 2018.

He was also named as one of Northern California’s Best Lawyers by Best Lawyers, recognized 
three times as one of the 500 Best Lawyers in America by Lawdragon Magazine (2005, 2014-
2015, 2018), one of Top 100 Litigation lawyers in the State of California by the American 
Society of Legal Advocates in 2014, and in the top 3% of attorneys in the nation by The Legal 
News.

He has an “AV” rating by the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, the highest rating for 
competence and ethics issued by that publication, and reserved for attorneys designated as 
outstanding in their field. He is a member of the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates forum, which 
admits only attorneys who have achieved more than one million dollar award for their clients.

Mr. Minami’s practice focuses on the areas of Personal Injury and Wrongful Death, involving 
claims by persons who have suffered injury, or the death of a close relative through the 
negligence of another party. He has handled these cases for over 40 years, including claims 
arising from auto accidents, defective products, slips and falls, accidents involving pedestrians 
and other situations where persons were injured through the negligence of others. A number of 
these cases have resulted in verdict and settlement results of over $1 million.

He has been involved in significant litigation involving the civil rights of Asian Pacific 
Americans and other minorities, such as Korematsu v. United States, a lawsuit to overturn a 
40-year-old conviction for refusal to obey exclusion orders aimed at Japanese Americans during 
World War II, originally upheld by U.S. Supreme Court.

Other landmark decisions involving Mr. Minami include: United Pilipinos for Affirmative Action 
v. California Blue Shield, the first class action employment lawsuit brought by Asian Pacific 
Americans on behalf of Asian Pacific Americans; Spokane JACL v. Washington State University, 
a class action on behalf of Asian Pacific Americans to establish an Asian American Studies 
program at Washington State University; and Nakanishi v. UCLA, a claim for unfair denial of 
tenure that resulted in the granting of tenure after several hearings and widespread publicity over 
discrimination in academia.

Dale Minami



Minami was a co-founder of the Asian Law Caucus, the first community interest law firm serving 
Asian Pacific Americans in the country; a co-founder of the Asian American Bar Association of 
the Greater Bay Area, the first Asian American Bar Association in the United States; an original 
incorporator of the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund; the Asian Pacific Bar of 
California; and the Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans, one of the nation’s first political action 
committees focused on Asian American candidates and issues.

Mr. Minami has been involved in the judicial appointment process and in establishing or 
influencing public policy and legislation. President Clinton appointed him as Chair of the 
Civil Liberties Public Education Fund in January 1996. Mr. Minami has served as a member 
of the California Fair Employment and Housing Commission and has chaired the California 
Attorney General’s Asian Pacific Advisory Committee, advising the State’s Attorney General on 
key issues. He has also served as a Commissioner on the State Bar’s Commission on Judicial 
Nominee’s Evaluation, and on Senator Barbara Boxer’s Judicial Screening Committee, which 
made recommendations for federal judicial appointments.

Currently, Mr. Minami serves on the advisory boards of the Angel Island Immigration Station 
Foundation, the Korematsu Institute, the Asian Pacific Fund and Seattle University’s Fred T. 
Korematsu Center for Law and Equality. He is a founder of the Judge Robert M. Takasugi 
Fellowship, dedicated to providing stipends to law students who commit to public interest work. 
He has taught at U.C. Berkeley and Mills College in Oakland and was Co-Executive Producer 
(with Philip Kan Gotanda) of “Drinking Tea” and “Life Tastes Good”, both of which were 
screened at the Sundance Film Festival.

He was born in Los Angeles, California, and was admitted to the California State Bar in 1972. 
Mr. Minami received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Southern California and 
graduated magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1968. He received his J.D. in 1971 from 
Boalt Hall School of Law, University of California and admitted to practice in U.S. District 
Court, Northern District of California, and the U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit. In 1982, he 
was admitted to practice in the U.S. Supreme Court.

Dale Minami
Biographical Information
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Karen Korematsu

Karen Korematsu is the Founder and Executive Director of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute and 
the daughter of the late Fred T. Korematsu. In 2009, on the 25th anniversary of the reversal of 
Fred‚Äôs WWII U.S. Supreme Court conviction, Karen established the Fred T. Korematsu Insti-
tute.

Since her father‚Äôs passing in 2005, Karen has carried on Fred‚Äôs legacy as a civil rights 
advocate, public speaker and public educator. She shares her passion for social justice and edu-
cation at K-12 public and private schools, colleges and universities, law schools, teachers‚Äô 
conferences and organizations across the country.

One of Karen‚Äôs most significant accomplishments was working with Assembly Member War-
ren Furutani to successfully establish in 2011 a perpetual ‚ÄúFred Korematsu Day of Civil Liber-
ties and the Constitution‚Äù for the state of California on January 30. Fred Korematsu is the first 
Asian American in U.S. history who has been honored with a statewide day.

Karen‚Äôs work, and her father‚Äôs legacy, extends to advocating for civil liberties for all com-
munities, and she addresses current issues that draw lessons from the past. She has signed on 
to amicus briefs in several cases opposing violations of constitutional rights arising after 9/11, 
including in Odah v. United States, Turkman v. Ashcroft, Hedges v. Obama, and Hassan v. City 
of New York. She authored the foreword to ‚ÄúPatriot Acts, Narratives of Post-9/11 Injustice‚Äù 
in 2011.

Karen is a lead member the National Advisory Boards of both the Fred T. Korematsu Center for 
Law and Equality at Seattle University School of Law and the Fred T. Korematsu Professor of 
Law and Social Justice at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai‚Äôi 
at Manoa. In 2013, she was appointed as an Advisory Member to the California Task Force on 
K-12 Civic Learning by the Honorable Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye, California Supreme Court Chief 
Justice and Chair of the Judicial Council, and Tom Torlakson, California State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. She is a current board member for Asian Americans Advancing Justice-AAJC 
in Washington, D.C., and a former member of the Board of Directors for Marin Ballet and Asian 
Americans Advancing Justice-Asian Law Caucus. In 2015, Karen was invited as the first non-
lawyer member of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA).



SELECT AWARDS & HONORS

* Presented the Key to the City of Dearborn, Michigan by the Mayor of Dearborn (April 2017)

* ATTSS/UFT Greater Metropolitan New York 2015 Isidore Starr Civic Engagement Award

* Bentley School Freedom Award

* Iranian American Bar Association of Northern California‚Äôs Commitment to Social Justice 
Award

* Council of American Islamic Relations-San Francisco Bay Area‚Äôs Promoting Justice Award

SELECT ARTICLES | INTERVIEWS

* Judicial Council of California, Center for Judiciary Education and Research: Continuing the 
Dialogue broadcast (pre-recorded) on A Legacy of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred T. Kore-
matsu Story, May 2015.

* History Channel: Interview for TV show 10 Things You Don‚Äôt Know About,‚Äù on ‚Äú-
Japanese American Imprisonment during WWII and Fred Korematsu, August 30, 2014.

* NPR Talk of the Nation radio interview, The Legacy of Civil Rights Leader Fred Korematsu, 
January 31, 2012.

* CBS5 TV Interview, Bay Area Honors Man Who Refused WWII Internment, January 30, 2011.

* KQED Radio Interview, Wherever There‚Äôs a Fight, July 28, 2010.

* Rafu Shimpo Op-Ed, The Purpose of (Ed) Chen, May 19, 2010.

* KQED Radio Interview, Looking Back at Japanese American Internment, December 5, 2007.

SELECT SPEAKING EVENTS

* Brown University

* California Council for the Social Studies

* Clinton School of Public Service, University of Arkansas

* Fourth District Court of Appeals, Riverside, CA

Karen Korematsu
Biographical Information
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SELECT SPEAKING EVENTS (continued)

* Hawaii State Social Studies Teachers Conference

* National Council for the Social Studies

* National Forum on Education

* New York State Social Studies Teachers Conference

* Northwestern University School of Law

* Seattle University School of Law

* University of California, Berkeley

* University of California, Davis

* University of Michigan

Karen Korematsu
Biographical Information
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Bruce Embrey
Co-Chair, Manzanar Committee

A native of Los Angeles, Bruce Embrey grew up in Echo Park, located just northwest of Little 
Tokyo. In 1980, he left Los Angeles, and moved to Chicago, Illinois, where he raised his two 
children, Monica Mariko and Michael Tetsuo. While in Chicago, he worked as a community 
organizer, was a board member of the Independent Voters of Illinois, Independent Precinct 
Organization, the state’s oldest bi-partisan, good government organization, along with various 
electoral campaigns.

Embrey, 61, currently resides in Los Angeles, and is Co-Chair of the Manzanar Committee. He 
is the son of Sue Kunitomi Embrey, one of the original founders of the Manzanar Committee, 
who was also one of the founders of the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage, and was the driving force 
behind the creation of the Manzanar National Historic Site.

Manzanar Committee
1566 Curran Street • Los Angeles, California • 90026-2036 • (323) 662-5102

E-Mail: info@manzanarcommittee.org • Web: https://manzanarcommittee.org
https://www.facebook.com/ManzanarCommittee         @manzanarcomm

https://instagram.com/manzanarcommittee



UCLA Kyodo Taiko
Kyodo Taiko is the first collegiate taiko group to form in North America, founded in 1990 by 
its first leader. Mark Honda. as well as other members of the Nikkei Student Union (NSU) at 
UCLA.

Kyodo has two meanings—one is “family” and the other, literally, “loud children.” Originally, 
members practiced without drums and became very familiar with the ubiquitous North American 
art of air-bachi. In 1991, with generous help from Tom Endo and Kinnara Taiko’s Kevin Higa, 
as well the National Coalition for Redress/Reparations (NCRR; now Nikkei for Civil Rights 
and Redress_, members built their own drums—4 chu-daikos—that are still part of the group’s 
primary instruments today. The commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Japanese American 
internment in 1992 marked Kyodo Taiko’s first major performance. This special performance 
paid tribute to the 175 UCLA students who were unjustly incarcerated during World War II.

Comprised entirely of college students, Kyodo Taiko is in a perpetual state of turnover and 
transition, with no fixed sensei. In addition, most members have no prior experience with playing 
taiko. To counteract the group’s inexperience and lack of a constant teaching source, it is a main 
priority that all members cooperatively learn the different aspects and traditions of taiko, along 
with those of the group, in a very short period of time. This continuous learning process fosters 
fresh ideas and constant innovation, while seeking to preserve and expand upon the traditions 
and knowledge of previous years. All of Kyodo Taiko’s pieces are either written or arranged 
by its members and many songs exhibit a variety of ideas and influences. In our peer-driven 
environment, there is a sense of freedom to experiment, to express and explore with taiko with 
few reservations or repercussions.

Many of Kyodo’s members are not of Japanese descent—the varied backgrounds and 
experiences of our members, coupled with the Japanese American perspective of taiko, create 
diversity in composition and performance. Our performances include various campus and 
community events, outreach programs, K-12 school presentations, and private functions. Kyodo 
Taiko continues to participate annually in NSU’s Cultural Night, as well as in the Intercollegiate 
Taiko Invitational. In the spring of 1997, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2011, and now 2017 we will be 
honored to be hosting the Intercollegiate Invitational Concert. Originated by Stanford Taiko 
in 1995, the Invitational offers workshops and promotes interaction between the collegiate 
taiko groups and is always one of the highlights of the year. We have been annual participants 
of the Nisei Week festivities, L.A. Tofu Festival, and in recent years, the Lotus Festival and 
Fiesta Matsuri. Kyodo members have also been the founding members of the Nishikaze Taiko 
Ensemble, which performs professionally at various venues, including the entire season at 
Downtown Disney in Anaheim, California. The life of taiko is not over once the members 
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graduate either—many of Kyodo’s Alumni can be found in professional Taiko groups such as 
Prota and Taiko Project.

Striving to live up to the group’s name, Kyodo Taiko functions as a family, sharing the joy and 
spirit of taiko with more and more of the surrounding community each year.

UCLA Kyodo Taiko: http://www.kyodotaiko.com
E-mail: kyodo@g.ucla.edu

UCLA Kyodo Taiko
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Recommended Terminology
The Manzanar Committee has advocated for the use of non-euphemistic terms to describe the 
World War II incarceration of Japanese Americans since 1971, when the Committee and the 
Japanese American Citizens League began the process of applying to the State of California to 
have Manzanar recognized as a California State Historic Landmark.

46 years later, the Manzanar Committee remains steadfast in its resolve to ensure that the 
injustices the Japanese American community had to endure during World War II will not 
be cheapened or sanitized by the use of euphemisms. We urge those covering the Manzanar 
Pilgrimage and the Manzanar At Dusk program to consider using the non-euphemistic 
terminology, summarized below.

Recommended Term

Forced removal Evacuation/Evacuate

Incarceration Internment

Incarceree Internee

Concentration camp, American Relocation camp,
concentration camp relocation center
 
 
NOTE: Internment Camp refers to camps operated by the U.S. Department of Justice during 
World War II, separate from the ten American concentration camps operated by the War 
Relocation Authority (WRA). As such, although internment camp is often used to describe 
Manzanar, and the nine other WRA camps, it is inaccurate to do so.

For further details, including the rationale behind the recommended terminology, please refer 
to the Power Of Words Handbook and the paper, Words Can Lie Or Clarify: Terminology of the 
World War II Incarceration of Japanese Americans. Both are available for download at:

https://manzanarcommittee.org/2019media

Euphemism
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50th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage
Media/Video Crew/Photographer Guidelines

Most people attending the Manzanar Pilgrimage do so to reflect, to solemnly remember, and to 
honor the past. Many have relatives who were unjustly incarcerated at Manzanar, at one of the 
nine other American concentration camps, or other confinement sites, during World War II.  The 
event is deeply personal and emotional for the vast majority of participants, regardless of their 
ties to Manzanar. As such, we expect those covering the event to respect this, and allow attendees 
to participate without disruption.

• All media, video crews and photographers must sign in at the Manzanar Committee media 
table, located under the tents/canopies (stage left).

• During the speakers portion of the program, media and video crews may conduct 
interviews with attendees outside of the tented area, or in the cemetery, as long as the 
interview does not disrupt the program, or our attendee’s participation in the program, in 
any way.

• During the speakers portion of the program, the stage area (including the steps leading 
up to the stage) is off-limits to all media, video crews and photographers (Manzanar 
Committee’s official photographers are exempt). The ONLY EXCEPTION will be a brief 
photo opportunity with the recipient of the 2019 Sue Kunitomi Embrey Legacy Award after 
the presentation of the award.

• During the interfaith service, media and video crews may conduct interviews outside of the 
cemetery area only, but are prohibited from approaching interfaith service participants to 
request interviews. Photographers and video crews may shoot inside the cemetery, but must 
do so without disrupting the service in any way.

• Media and film crews may conduct interviews during the ondo dance portion of the 
program, but must do so without disrupting the dancing (or any individual participant’s 
enjoyment of it) in any way.

• One-on-one interviews with our speakers must be requested in advance), no later than 
12:00 PM PDT on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 by sending e-mail to

 communications@manzanarcommittee.org. We will do our best to accommodate you.

• Other program participants will be made available upon request, time and conditions 
permitting.
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2019 Manzanar At Dusk
Media/Video Crew Guidelines

Most people attending the Manzanar At Dusk program do so to learn from former incarcerees 
who were locked up behind the barbed wire at Manzanar, or one of the other camps and 
confinement sites. Like the Manzanar Pilgrimage, attendees come to reflect on what they learned 
that day, and to solemnly remember and honor the past. Also like the Pilgrimage, this event is 
deeply personal and emotional for the vast majority of participants. As such, those covering this 
event are expected to respect this, and allow attendees to participate without disruption.

•. All media, video crews and photographers must sign in at the Manzanar Committee media 
table, located inside the north entrance to the Lone Pine High School gymnasium.

• Prior to the start of the program, media and video crews may conduct interviews inside the 
gymnasium or outside on the school grounds.

• Once the program begins, media and video crews are prohibited from soliciting interviews 
from program participants and interviews are prohibited during the program. Photographers 
and video crews may shoot in the gymnasium, but must do so without disrupting the 
program.

• During the small group discussions, interviews are prohibited in the gymnasium, 
auditorium, classrooms, the library, or outside on the school grounds. Under no 
circumstances are small group participants to be solicited for interviews during this time, 
nor should they be pulled out of a small group. Photographers may shoot during small 
group discussions, but must do so without disrupting them.

• Video crews are prohibited from recording the small group discussions in order to maintain 
the free, uninhibited flow of the discussions. Filmmakers who require footage from a 
small group discussion must contact the Manzanar Committee at communications@
manzanarcommittee.org for permission no later than 12:00 PM PDT on Wednesday, April 
24, 2019. Permission requests submitted after that time, including those made during the 
event, will not be granted. NO EXCEPTIONS.

• Media/video crews may not ask questions or participate in the small group discussions in 
any way. NO EXCEPTIONS.


